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Find  out  how  we  can  help  you  realize  the  strongest  possible  prizes  for  your  numismatic  rarities.  Wlutt  we 
did  for  these  satisfied  consignors,  we  can  do  for  you.  Call  today  at  800-458-4646  and  speak  to  us  about 
the  consignment  of  your  coins  and  notes  in  an  upcoming  Bowers  and  Mereiut  auction. 


“I  am  more  than  pleased  with  the  outcome  of 
the  Bowers  and  Merena  Las  Vegas  Auction  of 
October  2004 . ...I  felt  very  comfortable  with 
Bowers  and  Merena . Everything  agreed  upon 
went  as  promised . They  are  truly  professional.” 

L.F.,  New  York 


“The  catalog  was  beautifully  presented.  The 
descriptions  used  to  describe  my  coins  were 
accurate  and  complete.  I have  enjoyed  my 
relationship  with  your  firm  for  over  30  years 
and  look  forward  to  working  with  you  again.” 

J.M.,  California 


“The  whole  experience  was  a satisfying  one. 
The  final  results  exceeded  my  expectations  and 
please  be  advised  that  in  the  future  you  and 
Bowers  and  Merena  Auctions  will  be  the  only 
people  I call  with  my  numismatic  dealings.” 

R.G.N.,  New  York 
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Dear  Members  and  Friends , 

Two  months  ago  when  Managing 
Editor  Peter  van  Alfen  and  I looked  at 
the  upcoming  magazine  schedule,  he 
suggested  that  we  consider  turning 
the  ANS  Magazine  into  a full  color 
publication.  I am  very  proud  that  we 
were  able  to  offer  our  readers  such  an 
improvement  in  quality,  which  was 
particularly  appropriate  for  this  issue, 
which  features  a spectacular  and 
somewhat  unusual  group  of  items 
from  the  ANS  collections.  The 
posters  that  you  can  see  in  Dr.  van 
Alfen’s  article  on  the  Cold  War  were 
an  unexpected  find  in  one  of  our 
basement  rooms  in  the  old  ANS 
building  on  Audubon  Terrace.  We  all 
agreed  that  only  color  reproductions 
would  do  them  justice.  My  heartfelt 
thanks  go  to  our  advertisers,  who  so 
generously  support  the  ANS 
Magazine. 

Another  exciting  development  with 
our  ANS  Magazine  is  the  upcoming 
launch  of  our  new  website  www.ans- 
magazine.com.  On  this  site,  which 
we  hope  to  present  to  you  by  the  end 
of  the  summer,  you  will  find  all 
issues  of  the  ANS  Magazine , with 
many  of  the  articles  supplemented  by 
additional  color  images.  ANS 
Volunteer  Ed  Snible  has  been  work- 
ing hard  on  getting  this  website  up 
and  running,  and  the  staff  and  1 
would  like  to  thank  him  here  for 
offering  his  invaluable  expertise  and 
putting  many  hours  into  this  impor- 
tant project. 

What  else  have  we  been  doing?  It  is 
certainly  fair  to  say  that  our  main 
emphasis  is  now  on  fundraising.  At 
its  recent  June  meeting  the  Board  of 
Trustees  discussed  in  some  detail  the 
plans  for  the  ANS’  upcoming  capital 
campaign.  I am  delighted  to  be  able 
to  report  that  the  ANS  is  now  well  on 
its  way  to  launch  its  150th 
Anniversary  Campaign.  The  cam- 
paign consists  of  two  main  parts:  one 
is  a $5,000,000  endowment  cam- 
paign to  support  the  various  opera- 


tions of  the  ANS  in  its  beautiful  new 
headquarters  in  downtown 
Manhattan;  the  second  goal  is  to  raise 
$5,000,000  for  a Museum  of  Money 
at  the  ANS.  Our  newly  formed 
Development  Committee  has 
approached  many  of  our  members 
and  secured  pledges  for  these  exiting 
projects.  The  Museum  of  Money  will 
open  with  an  inaugural  exhibition  of 
members’  exhibit  in  2008  as  part  of 
our  celebrations  for  the  150th 
Anniversary  of  the  ANS.  Members 
are  invited  to  submit  applications  to 
have  their  collections  included  in  this 
display,  which  is  an  attempt  to  recre- 
ate or,  hopefully,  surpass  some  of  the 
ANS’  famous  exhibitions  in  and 
around  1914.  Some  of  these  early 
ANS  exhibitions  and  their  catalogues 
have  become  a standard  of  collecting 
and  scholarship  in  the  field  of  numis- 
matics. Members  whose  collections 
are  chosen  commit  to  donating  sig- 
nificant sums  towards  the  expendi- 
ture of  establishing  this  new  exhibi- 
tion hall.  Roger  Siboni,  who  is  spear- 
heading the  efforts  in  raising  money 
for  this  hall,  has  already  commit- 
ments in  excess  of  $1,000,000  from 
our  circle  of  friends  and  supporters. 
We  further  hope  to  interest  founda- 
tions, financial  institutions  and  the 
City  of  New  York  in  helping  us  to 
establish  the  ANS  Museum  of 
Money.  If  you  are  interested  in  get- 
ting involved  in  any  of  these  projects, 
please  contact  us. 

I hope  that  you  enjoy  this  issue  of 
the  ANS  Magazine ! 
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Olga  Less  Joins 
Curatorial  Staff 

Olga  Less  joined  the  curatorial  staff 
full  time  in  June  as  the  Margaret 
Thompson  Curatorial  Assistant.  Olga 
has  an  MA  in  the  history  of  decora- 
tive arts  and  design 
with  a European 
baroque  specialty 
from  the  Cooper 
Hewitt,  National 
Design  Museum  and 
Parsons  School  of 
Design  joint  pro- 
gram. In  addition  to 
her  training  in  art 
history,  Olga  also  did  work  in 
German  literature  and  linguistics  at 
Moscow  State  University  before 
coming  to  the  US  where  she  received 


her  BA  in  German  area  studies  and 
art  history  from  Cornell.  No  stranger 
to  museum  work  or  numismatics, 
Olga’s  previous  position  was  at  the 
New  York  Historical  Society,  where 
she  had  received  a grant  to  catalogue 
their  collection  of  nearly  2000 
medals. 

Alex  Caamano  Joins 
Library  Staff 

Alex  Caamano,  who  began  his 
employment  as  the  Library’s  new 
Cataloger  on  May  9th,  comes  to  the 
Society  with  varied  experience  in 
academic  settings  and  a firm  grasp  of 
cataloging  standards  and  procedures. 
Alex  has  worked  as  a cataloger  at  the 
Brooklyn  Museum  of  Art  where  he 
was  responsible  for  adaptive  and 


copy-cataloging  of 
artist  monographs, 
exhibition  cata- 
logues, and  refer- 
ence materials. 
While  employed  as 
cataloger  at  Rutgers 

University  Special 
Alex  Caamano  Collections  and 

Archives,  he  per- 
formed original,  adaptive,  and  copy 
cataloging  of  primary  sources,  rare 
books,  academic  theses,  and  litera- 
ture in  Spanish,  French,  and  Italian 
languages.  He  has  also  served  as  cat- 
aloger at  CUNY’s  Office  of  Library 
Services,  where  he  processed  general 
library  holdings  and  searched  the 
national  bibliographic  utility  (OCLC) 
for  MARC  records  and  authority 
headings.  Most  recently,  he  was  with 


Olga  Less 


Jean  ELSEN  & ses  Fils 


s.a. 


wwwelsen.be 
In  the  heart  of  Europe 
Quarterly  auctions  - Fixed  price  lists. 

Celtic,  Greek,  Roman,  Byzantine,  Medieval  and  Modern  coins.  Medals  and  tokens. 
Avenue  de  Tervueren,  65  B-1040  Brussels  Tel.  . 32.2.734.63.56  Fax  . 32.2.735.7  7.78 
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the  Department  of  Technical  & 
Electronic  Services  at  Touro  College, 
where  he  served  as  Reference 
Librarian  and  was  responsible  for 
general  maintenance  of  the  library 
catalog.  At  Touro,  he  cataloged  using 
LC  and  NLM  classification  and 
offered  MARC  format  and  OCLC 
training  to  library  employees.  Alex 
received  a BA  from  Rutgers 
University  and  an  MA  from  New 
York  University  in  Interdisciplinary 
Studies,  with  an  emphasis  on  post- 
1950  American  literature  and  Visual 
Arts.  After  working  at  the  Fales 
Library  at  NYU,  he  developed  an 
interest  in  Special  Collections  and 
went  on  to  complete  an  MLIS  degree 
at  Rutgers  University. 

Gabriela  Bijovsky 
Helping  With  Sofaer 
Collection 

In  late  April,  Gabriela  Bijovsky  of 
the  Israel  Antiquities  Authority 
arrived  at  the  ANS  to 
assist  with  the  publi- 
9 * •'  cation  of  the 

Abraham  Sofaer  col- 
lection of  coins  from 
the  Holy  Land.  This 
two-volume  book, 
which  will  be  pub- 
Gabriela  lished  by  the  ANS  in 

Bijovsky  the  near  future,  was 

left  unfinished  by  its 
author,  Ya’akov  Meshorer,  at  his 
untimely  death  this  last  year.  During 
her  three-month  stay,  Gabriela  and 
ANS  editor  Muserref  Yetim  are 


working  closely  together  to  insure 
that  this  posthumous  publication  will 
be  a fitting  tribute  to  Israel’s  foremost 
numismatist,  and  will  become  a stan- 
dard reference  for  years  to  come. 

The  52nd  Summer 
Seminar 

On  June  6,  the  Eric  P.  Newman 
Graduate  Summer  Seminar  com- 
menced, the  52nd  annual  Summer 
Seminar  the  ANS  has  hosted.  This 
year  we  received  a record  number  of 
exceptional  applications,  which  made 
deciding  which  six  candidates  to  take 
quite  difficult.  This  year's  students 
are:  Dr.  Sarah  Bolmarcich  of  the 
University  of  Virginia;  Evangelia 
Georgiou  of  the  University  of 


Ioannina  in  Greece;  Robert  Haug  of 
the  University  of  Michigan;  Lisa 
Mignone  of  Columbia  University; 
Matthew  Notarian  of  SUNY  Buffalo; 
and  Christina  Triantafillou  of  Tufts 
University.  Our  Visiting  Scholar  is 
Dr.  Koray  Konuk,  a specialist  in  early 
Greek  coinage,  who  holds  a position 
at  the  Centre  national  de  la  recherche 
scientifique  (CNRS)  in  Bordeaux, 
France. 

This  summer,  many  of  the 
Seminar’s  introductory  lectures  and 
talks  are  open  to  the  membership; 
you  can  find  the  schedule  on  the  front 
page  of  our  website:  www.numismat- 
ics.org.  We  hope  that  those  of  you  in 
New  York  City  or  visiting  will  take 
advantage  of  the  opportunity  to  sit  in 


The  52nd  Eric  P.  Newman  Graduate  Summer  Seminar.  From  left  to  right:  Michael 
Bates,  Francis  Campbell,  Rick  Witschonke,  Sebastian  Heath,  Sarah  Bolmarcich,  Peter 
van  Alfen,  Christina  Triantafillou,  Robert  Haug,  Koray  Konuk,  Matthew  Notarian, 
Evangelia  Georgiou,  Robert  Hoge,  Elena  Stolyarik,  and  Lisa  Mignone. 
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on  these  free  sessions  and  perhaps 
learn  something  new  from  our 
esteemed  visiting  lecturers  and  cura- 
tors. If  you  plan  to  attend  one  of  the 
sessions  please  register  with  mem- 
bership director  Juliette  Pelletier  as 
space  is  limited.  Juliette  can  be 
reached  at  (212)  571-4470  ext.  1311 
or  pelletier@numismatics.org.  We 
hope  to  see  you  there! 

The  2006  Annual  ANS 
Dinner  Gala  and 
Auction 

Plans  are  proceeding  for  the  annual 
ANS  Gala,  to  be  held  in  conjunction 
with  the  New  York  International  Coin 
Convention  on  Thursday,  January  12, 
at  the  Sky  Club  on  the  56th  floor  of 
the  Met  Life  Building,  200  Park 


Avenue  (just  a short  walk  from  the 
Waldorf).  The  Sky  Club  is  a beautiful 
venue,  with  panoramic  views  of  the 
city.  We  will  have  cocktails  begin- 
ning at  6 pm,  followed  by  a delicious 
sitdown  dinner,  and  then  dancing 
with  the  Lester  Lanin  Orchestra  until 
midnight.  This  will  be  a perfect 
opportunity  to  catch  your  breath 
between  the  frenzy  of  the  auctions 
and  the  grueling  days  on  the  bourse 
floor  to  follow.  So  grab  your  special 
lady  (or  gentleman),  and  spend  an 
evening  rubbing  shoulders  with  all  of 
those  other  collectors,  dealers,  and 
ANS  Curators  that  you  never  take 
time  to  really  get  to  know.  Prices  will 
be  the  same  as  last  year  ($250/seat, 
$2500-$  10,000  for  a table  of  10), 
with  all  proceeds  going  to  support  the 


ANS.  But,  due  to  space  limitations, 
the  event  will  probably  sell  out,  so 
get  your  reservation  in  to  Juliette 
Pelletier  (212)  571-4470  ext.  1311  or 
pelletier@numismatics.org. 

In  addition  this  year,  we  will  have  a 
separate  Auction  of  numismatic 
books,  manuscripts,  and  memoribilia 
to  benefit  the  Frank  Campbell 
Librarian  Chair.  The  Auction  will 
also  be  held  at  the  Sky  Club,  begin- 
ning at  5pm.  You  can  participate  in 
the  Auction  without  attending  the 
dinner,  but  we  need  you  to  let  us 
know  you  are  coming  for  security 
reasons.  George  Kolbe  will  prepare  a 
printed  catalogue  fot  the  sale  and 
Herb  Kreindler  will  call  the  sale.  We 
have  started  to  get  some  interesting 
donations  for  the  sale,  but  need  more. 


* US  Colonial  Coins 

* Pre-1 835  US  Gold,  Silver  & Copper  •>' 

* Want  Lists  Seviced 

* Illustrated  Price  List  Available 


COIN  RARITIES 

J/st/sr/-  / A /r //■/<■/  7/ / / /'<  /'f/ 


PMB  356  994  NORTH  COLONY  ROAD  WALLINGFORD,  CT.  06492 


www.earlycoins.com 


1 *800  * COINS*99 
TEL:  203.271.2643 
FACSIMILE:  203.271.2476 
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If  you  have  anything  to  donate 
(approx.  $400  or  more  in  value), 
please  contact  event  Chair  Rick 
Witschonke  (witschonke@  numis- 
matics. org).  We  look  forward  to  see- 
ing you  at  the  event. 

ANS  Building  on 
Audubon  Terrace  Sold 

On  March  1 1 . 2005,  the  American 
Numismatic  Society  closed  on  a con- 
tract to  sell  its  building  on  Audubon 
Terrace  to  the  American  Academy  of 
Arts  and  Letters.  ANS  Executive 
Director  Ute  Wartenberg  Kagan  and 
the  President  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Letters,  Philip 
Pearlstein,  signed  the  papers  in  the 
offices  of  ANS  attorney  Robert 


Philip  Pearlstein,  President  of  the  American  Academy 
of  Arts  and  Letters,  and  Ute  Wartenberg  Kagan, 
Executive  Director,  with  a copy  of  an  architectural 
drawing  of  the  original  ANS  Building  on  Audubon 
Terrace. 


Kandel  of  Kaye  Scholer  in 
New  York  City.  The  ANS 
Trustees  unanimously 
approved  the  sale  at  a spe- 
cial meeting  in  April.  After 
advertising  the  building  in 
the  fall  of  2004  the  ANS 
received  many  enquiries 
and  subsequent  offers. 

The  successful  bidder 
was  the  long-time  neighbor 
of  the  ANS,  the  American 
Academy  of  Arts  and 
Letters.  Founded  in  1904, 
the  Academy  is  an  organi- 
zation composed  of  two 
hundred  fifty  writers,  com- 
posers, painters,  sculptors, 
and  architects.  Members 
are  elected  for  life  and  pay 


We  Buy,  Sell  and  Auction 

Coins,  Paper  Money,  Antique  Stocks  & Bonds,  Autographs, 
and  19th  & 20th  Century  Photographs 


Thinking  of  selling?  Our  experts  in  all  areas  of  financial  history  will  make 
generous  offers  on  single  items  to  entire  estates.  Please  call  for  an  appointment,  or  ship 
securely  via  registered  mail.  You’ll  receive  a quick  and  courteous  response. 

To  Consign  your  material  to  one  of  our  exciting  New  York  City  Public  Auctions, 
please  contact  Stephen  Goldsmith,  Martin  Gengerke,  Scott  Lindquist,  Jay  Erlichman, 
or  Diana  Herzog.  You’ll  be  glad  you  did.  To  consign  to  our  next  sale,  or  to  order 
catalogues,  please  call  800-622-1880. 


Iirwa  p»Mtoat*on» 


lltrdii, 

Stephen  Goldsmith 
Past  President 


RN.G. 


2 Recror  Street,  1 2th  Floor,  New  York,  N1!  10006-1844 
TEL:  212-943-1880  LOLL  FREE:  800-622-1  880  FAX:  212-312-6370 

EMAIL:  info@smytheonline.com  • WEBSITE:  smytheonline.com 


MEMBER 

Stephen  Goklsnmh 
#16'— ’00 
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no  dues.  As  vacancies  occur,  the 
Academicians  nominate  and  elect 
new  members.  The  Academy  fosters 
and  sustains  interest  in  Literature, 
Music,  and  the  Fine  Arts  by  identify- 


ing and  encouraging  individual 
artists.  The  primary  way  this  is  done 
is  through  awards  and  prizes,  but  the 
program  also  includes  exhibitions  of 
art  and  manuscripts,  staged  readings 
and  performances  of  new 
works,  the  purchase  of 
works  of  art  and  their  dis- 
tribution to  museums. 

Some  of  the  early  members 
were  ANS  members 

Augustus  Saint-Gaudens 
and  Adolph  A.  Weinman. 
Nowadays  Academicians 
include  many  famous  writ- 
ers, architects,  composers 
and  others  figures  in  the  art 
world  in  the  United  States. 

“We  are  delighted  that  our 
old  friends  on  the  Terrace, 
the  American  Academy  of 


Arts  and  Letters,  purchased  our 
building.  It  will  be  in  excellent 
hands,”  said  ANS  President  Partrick. 
The  Academy  is  planning  to  use  the 
building  for  its  continuously  expand- 
ing collections  of  art  work  and  books 
as  well  as  for  various  public  func- 
tions. 

Chris  Owens  Leaves 
ANS 

Long-time  staff  member  Chris 
Owens  left  the  ANS  to  work  for  the 
American  Academy  of  Arts  and 
Letters  as  supervisor  of  the  former 
ANS  building.  Chris  Owens  fol- 
lowed the  family  tradition  of  working 
for  the  ANS,  where  previously  his 
father  and  his  uncle  worked  as  super- 
intendents of  the  ANS  building  on 
Audubon  Terrace. 


Leading  the  Wodd  in 

Ancient,  Medieval  & British  Numismatics 

www.cngcoins.com 


CNG 


Classical  Numismatic  Group,  Inc 

Auctions  • Fixed  Price  Lists  • Purchases  and  Sales 

United  States  Office:  Post  Office  Box  479,  Lancaster,  PA  17608-0479,  USA 
Tel:  717.390.9194  Fax:  717.390.9978 

London  Office:  14  Old  Bond  Street,  London  W1S  4PR  UK 
Tel:  +44.20.7495.1888  Fax:  +44.20.7499.5916 

cng@cngcoins.com 


CONTRIBUTIONS 
February  16-May  31, 
2006 

GRAND  TOTAL 
$137,028.94 

GENERAL  FUND 

Total  $78,500.00 

Circle  Contributors 

Total  $42,860 

Brasher  Circle  2005 

Dr.  Lawrence  A.  Adams 

Platinum  Circle  2005 

Mr.  Brent  Pogue 

Gold  Circle  2005 

Mr.  John  R.  Saunders 
Mr.  Anthony  J.  Terranova 

Electrum  Circle  2005 

Mr.  James  Halperin 
Mr.  Douglass  F.  Rohrman 
Mr.  Jonathan  P.  Rosen 
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Mr.  David  M.  Sundman 

Silver  Circle  2005 

Mr.  Alain  Baron 
Mr.  Gerald  F.  Borrmann 
Mr.  James  R.  Briggs 
Mr.  William  A.  Burd 
Ms.  Mary  B.  Comstock 
Mr.  John  West  Dannreuther 
Dr.  Jay  M.  Galst 
Mr.  David  Hendin 
Mr.  Raymond  Huckles 
Mr.  Jonathan  K.  Kern 
Mr.  Mehdi  Malek 
Mr.  Richard  Margolis 
Dr.  David  Menchell 
Ms.  Friedrike  Merck 
Mr.  Clifford  L.  Mishler 
Dr.  Stephen  K.  Scher 
Mr.  Thomas  W.  Sheehan 
Mr.  Len  Wechsler 

Bronze  Circle  2005 

Anonymous 

Mr.  Gary  Adkins 

Dr.  Jon  R Amato 

Prof.  Jere  L.  Bacharach 

Mr.  Joseph  S.  Bailes 

Mrs.  Cecilia  Bakula,  PhD 

Mr.  Allen  Berk 

Mr.  John  T.  Bolger 

Col.  Joseph  E.  Boling,  RET 

Mr.  Alfred  Buonaguro 

Mr.  Manuel  Casanueva 

Prof.  Alan  B.  Coleman 

Ms.  Beth  Deisher 

Mr.  James  Diracles 

Mr.  Arthur  Roy  Doumaux,  Jr. 

Mr.  William  L.  Esposito 

Mr.  John  Farquharson 

Mr.  Joseph  C.  Foster 

Dr.  & Mrs.  Ronald  B.  Gammill 

Mr.  David  L.  Ganz 

Mr.  Jeff  Garrett 

Mr.  Mike  Gasvoda 

Mrs.  Marny  A.  Gilluly 

Mr.  David  D.  Gladfelter 

Mr.  Jerome  Haggerty 

Mr.  William  M.  Harkins 

Ms.  Cynthia  M.  Harrison 

Mr.  Eric  Michael  Hildebrant 
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Mr.  Burton  H.  Hobson 

Prof.  Roger  A.  Hornsby 

Mr.  Lyndall  J.  Huggler 

Dr.  Ute  Wartenberg  Kagan 

Mr.  Mico  Kaufman 

Mr.  Joseph  F.  Keane 

Rear  Admiral  Sohail  Ahmad  Khan 

Dr.  Donald  G.  Kilgore,  Jr. 

Mr.  Robert  C.  Knapp 
Mr.  Evan  L.  Kopald 
Dr.  Daniel  L.  Koppersmith 
Prof.  John  H.  Kroll 
Mr.  Ross  Larson,  Jr. 

Mr.  James  LaSarre 

Mr.  Julian  M.  Leidman 

Ms.  Catharine  Edgerton  Lenker 

Dr.  Constantin  A.  Marinescu 

Mr.  Werner  G.  Mayer 

Mr.  Greg  Mclemore 

Mr.  Richard  P.  Miller 

Dr.  Roger  Addison  Moore 

Mr.  Robert  W.  Newman 


Mr.  David  W.  Norini 
Mr.  Casey  Noxon 
Mr.  J.  Roy  Pennell,  Jr. 

Mr.  Charles  Pevsner 

Mr.  Elwood  Rafn 

Mr.  Charley  Rhodes 

Dr.  Galen  B.  Ritchie 

Dr.  Agustin  A.  Rodriguez-Gonzalez 

Mr.  Leon  S.  Rosenblum 

Ms.  Carol  F.  Ross 

Mr.  Donald  Scarinci 

Mr.  David  R.  Sear 

Dr.  Navin  C.  Shah,  MD 

Mr.  Thomas  V.  Shockley  III 

Mr.  Barry  W.  Stallard 

Mr.  William  H.  Sudbrink 

Mr.  Dim  Verschoor 

Mr.  Michael  J.  Weller 

Mr.  H.  D.  Wesely  II 

Mr.  Kerry  K.  Wetterstrom 

Mr.  Richard  B.  Witschonke 

Mr.  Thomas  R.  Wolfe 


Are  you  interested  in 

CHOICE  WORLD  COINS? 


You  should  be  receiving  our  publications 

FOUR  TO  SIX 

AUCTION  CATALOGUES  ANNUALLY 


Featuring  RARE  and  CHOICE  gold  and  silver  coins  of 
the  world  as  well  as  ancient  coinage  and  world  paper 
money.  A sample  catalogue  is  $25.00  postpaid,  includes  Prices 
Realized.  An  annual  subscription  is  also  available.  The  cost  is 
$80  within  the  U.S.  and  $100  outside  the  U.S. 

Visit  our  web  site  at: 

www.ponterio.com 


Ponterio  & Associates,  Inc. 

1818  Robinson  Ave. 


San  Diego,  CA  92103 
1-800-854-2888  or  619-299-0400 
Fax  619-299-6952 

Licensed  Auction  Company  #968 

p.n.g.  # 308  Richard  H.  Ponterio  - President 
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Mr.  Glenn  W.  Woods 
Mr.  Albert  J.  Zaloom 
Dr.  Thomas  Zdeblick 

General  Contributions 

Total  $18,690.00 

$5000  and  over 

Mr.  Stanley  DeForest  Scott 
William  S.  Paley  Foundation,  Inc. 

$2500  and  over 

Mr.  Roger  Siboni 

$1000  and  over 

Mr.  Sidney  W.  Harl 
Mr.  Joseph  R.  Lasser 

$500  and  over 

Mr.  Kenneth  A.  Cowin.  CFA 
Dr.  Ute  Wartenberg  Kagan 

$100  and  over 

Mr.  David  Thomason  Alexander 
Mr.  C.  Barry  Schaefer 
Mr.  Jon  Brooks  Sellin 
Mr.  Barry  D.  Tayman 

Up  to  $100 

Mr.  Michael  J.  Chusid 
Mr.  Harmer  Johnson 
Mr.  Francis  B.  Bessenyey 
Mr.  Richard  Burdick 
Dr.  Angelo  Geissen 


Mr.  Randy  Haviland 
Mr.  Charles  A.  Maccini 
Mr.  Robert  M.  Row 
Mr.  John  Schwartz 

Gala  Dinner  2005 

Total  $16,950 

$2500  and  over 

Mr.  Lawrence  R.  Stack 

$1000  and  over 

Dr.  Ute  Wartenberg  Kagan 
Mr.  George  F.  Kolbe 
Ms.  Christine  Karstedt 
Mr.  Roger  Siboni 

$500  and  over 

Mr.  John  W.  Adams 

Mr.  Arthur  M.  Fitts  III 

Dr.  Sebastian  Heath 

Dr.  Ute  Wartenberg  Kagan 

Mr.  Dan  Hamelberg 

Mr.  Marco  Mignucci 

Mr.  Arnold  H.  Miniman 

Dr.  Arnold-Peter  C.  Weiss,  MD 

$250  and  over 

Mr.  Colin  E.  Pitchfork 
Dr.  Faith  Ford  Sandstrom 


RESTRICTED  FUNDS 

Total  $58,028.94 

Francis  D.  Campbell 
Library  Chair 

Total  $8,503.94 

$5000  and  over 

Mr.  Arthur  A.  Houghton  III 

$1000  and  over 

Mr.  Adam  D.  Philippidis 

$250  and  over 

Mr.  Joseph  R.  Lasser 

$100  and  over 

Mr.  Joseph  C.  Foster 
Mr.  Peter  K.  Tompa 
Mr.  Lev  Tsitrin 
Dr.  Orestes  H.  Zervos 

New  Century  Fund 

Total  $40,000 

The  City  of  New  York 

Newell  Publication 
Fund 

Total  $10,250 
$10,000  and  over 

The  Koret  Foundation 

Up  to  $100 

Dr.  Andrew  Kaye 


NOW  AVAILABLE  ON  CD 

The  Colonial  Newsletter 
Issues  104-126 

$45  ($48  outside  the  US);  includes  shipping 

To  order,  please  visit  us  online  at  http://www.numismatics.org 
or  contact  Juliette  pelletier  at  (212)  571-4470  ext.  1311 
or  pelletier@numismatics.org 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 


14 


rary  News 


BY  FRANCIS  D.  CAMPBELL 


The  Librarian  is 

pleased  to  report  that 
the  position  of 

Cataloger  is  now 
filled  and  we  are  for- 
tunate to  have  found,  in  Alex 
Caamano,  one  who  possesses  the 
experience  and  qualifications 
needed  for  the  position.  Alex, 
who  began  his  employment  as 
the  Library’s  new  Cataloger  on 
May  9th,  has  had  previous  expe- 
rience at  the  Brooklyn  Museum 
of  Art,  the  Rutgers  University 
Special  Collections  and 
Archives,  City  University’s 
Office  of  Library  Services,  and 
Touro  College.  A more  complete 
description  of  Alex’s  background  can 
be  found  in  the  “News”  section  of  the 
Magazine. 

Alex  is  presently  cataloging  new 
acquisitions  and  attempting  to  whittle 
down  a backlog  that  built  up  as  a 
result  of  the  Society’s  move  and  the 
departure  of  Barbara  Bonous-Smit, 
our  previous  cataloger.  Kary  Collado, 
our  part-time  assistant,  has  been  very 
helpful  in  alleviating  the  backlog  sit- 
uation through  the  pre-cataloging  of 
numerous  articles  and  monographs. 
This  preliminary  cataloging  is  a func- 
tion that  we  hope  to  expand  upon  in 
order  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  our 
members  a greater  number  of  pub- 
lished materials  via  the  ANS  website. 

While  we  welcome  internet  use  of 
the  Library  by  researchers,  we  also 
enjoy  welcoming  visitors  to  the  read- 
ing rooms,  where  they  can  fully 
explore  the  Library’s  resources. 
Among  those  who  have  recently  vis- 
ited are  Brian  J.  Danforth,  who  is 
readying  a manuscript  for  publica- 
tion, and  Thomas  Leib,  who  is  con- 
ducting research  on  Architectural 
medals  and  was  able  to  find  useful 
information  regarding  them  in  our 


Kenneth  Mackenzie  Research  Papers 

periodical  holdings.  Old  friends. 
Carmen  Arnold-Biucchi,  Curator  of 
Numismatic  Collections  at  Harvard’s 
Arthur  M.  Sackler  Museum,  and 
Liane  Houghtalin,  Associate 
Professor  of  Classics  at  the 
University  of  Mary  Washington,  also 
used  the  reading  room  in  their 
research.  Tours  of  the  Library  and 
Rare  Book  Room  were  recently  pro- 
vided to  a small  but  enthusiastic 
group  of  American  Colonial  numis- 
matists, including  Ray  Williams, 
Roger  Moore,  Dave  Wnuck,  Neil 
Rothschild,  and  ANS  trustee,  Roger 
Siboni.  They  spent  the  better  part  of 
an  afternoon  examining  early 
American  auction  sales,  the  Brand, 
Norweb,  and  Garrett  archives,  and 
the  recently  received  Chapman  corre- 
spondence hoard.  From  subsequent 
comments  regarding  the  tour,  it 
seems  that  a good  time  was  had  by  all 
and  we  expect  to  have  many  repeat 
visits.  On  May  17th,  Professor 
Tiesheng  Li,  a council  member  of  the 
China  Numismatic  Society  also 
toured  the  Library  and  Rare  Book 
Room  in  order  to  examine  our  hold- 
ings of  Chinese  numismatic  litera- 


ture. Professor  Li,  who  is 
especially  interested  in 
bringing  more  information 
about  Western  coinages  to 
China,  presented  two  of  his 
recent  introductory  works 
on  Greek  and  Byzantine 
coins  to  the  ANS  Library. 

With  the  passing  of 
Kenneth  M.  MacKenzie  on 
January  12th  of  this  year, 
the  Society  and  its 
Librarian  lost  a very  good 
friend.  Ken  kept  the 
Library  abreast  of  current 
Ottoman  numismatic  litera- 
ture by  donating  recently 
published  volumes  in  that 
area  of  study  and  by  arranging  for 
donations  of  books  directly  from 
Turkish  and  other  numismatists.  So, 
it  was  a very  special  donation  from 
Mrs.  Jean  MacKenzie,  Ken's  widow, 
when  she  recently  presented  Ken’s 
papers  to  the  Library.  We  feel  certain 
that  they  will  contain  much  useful 
research  material  assembled  by  Ken 
in  the  course  of  his  own  research  on 
numerous  articles  published  over  the 
years. 

With  regard  to  Library  fundraising 
efforts,  a number  of  duplicate  vol- 
umes were  sold  by  Charles  Davis  on 
May  7th  and  I am  happy  to  report  that 
the  items  sold  realized  prices  that 
were  generally  above  estimates. 
Plans  for  another  auction  of  dupli- 
cates later  this  year  are  in  the  works 
and,  early  next  year,  a benefit  auction 
to  raise  funds  for  the  Francis  D. 
Campbell  Library  Chair  will  be  held. 
That  event  will  take  place  on  January 
12th,  in  conjunction  with  the  annual 
ANS  Gala  dinner.  It  will  be  held  at 
the  Sky  Club  on  the  56th  floor  of  the 
Met  Life  Building,  200  Park  Avenue, 

Continued  on  page  64 
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Fig.  1 . German.  Cast  bronze  medal  depicting  on  the 
obverse  Soviet,  American,  British,  and  French  bombers  as 
the  four  horsemen  of  the  Apocalypse,  on  the  reverse  a 
German  soldier  standing  between  Death  (I.)  and  the  Devil 
(r. ),  by  Karl  Goetz,  1944  (ANS  1979.38.91 1,  gift  of  Ira, 
Lawrence,  and  Mark  Goldberg)  1 10  mm. 


Long  Live  Our  Glorious 
Motherland! 

Posters  and  Medals  from  the 
Birth  of  the 
Cold  War, 

1 945- 1 949 


On  August  6,  1945  a solitary  US  B-29 
Superfortress  winged  its  way  towards  Japan 
to  unleash  the  most  awesome  force  the 
world  had  yet  seen.  The  mushroom  cloud 
that  rose  over  Hiroshima  at  8:15  am  that 
morning  was  followed  by  a similar  cloud  over  Nagasaki 
three  days  later;  within  a week  the  Japanese  submitted  to 
an  unconditional  surrender,  which  ended  the  Second 
World  War  and  spared  the  Land  of  the  Rising  Sun  from 
total  destruction.  When  the  War  began  in  the  autumn  of 
1939,  the  world  was  still  antiquated  enough  that  the  Poles 
hoped  to  stop  the  German  Blitzkrieg  with  cavalry  charges 
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and  biplanes;  the  Soviet  Union  was  hastening  though  a 
series  of  Five-Year  Plans  to  turn  its  peasant  farmers  into 
factory  workers,  to  replace  ubiquitous  horse  carts  and 
oxen  with  modern  trucks  and  tractors.  In  six  short  years 
the  world  changed  profoundly.  By  1945  the  old  European 
and  Asian  colonial  powers  had  beaten  themselves  into  the 
ground.  In  their  place  the  US  and  USSR  emerged  as  indus- 
trial, militarized  superpowers,  partnered  in  an  unstable 
alliance,  eyeing  one  another  cautiously,  and  fearful  that 
the  other  was  positioning  itself  for  ultimate  supremacy  in 
the  final  conflict  between  communism  and  capitalism.  For 
a brief  moment  in  1946  it  seemed  as  if  the  accomplished 
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peace  could  squash  any  new  threats  of  con- 
flict. But  the  situation  quickly  unraveled, 
the  relationship  between  the  western  powers 
and  the  USSR  turned  frigid,  the  Iron  Curtain 
fell,  and  by  the  end  of  that  calamitous 
decade  each  side  was  scrambling  to  upgrade 
their  arsenals  with  newly  developed  jet  air- 
craft, ballistic  missiles,  and  nuclear  bombs. 

The  late  1940s  was  a time  of  conflicting 
emotions  on  a global  scale.  The  euphoria 
that  accompanied  the  end  of  one  highly  dev- 
astating war  was  bound  up  with  the  growing 
anxiety  over  a still  greater  war  that  threat- 
ened to  annihilate  all  of  mankind  through 
Mutually  Assured  Destruction  (MAD). 
Rebuilding  destroyed  cities  and  govern- 
ments were  a cause  for  optimism  in  the  pos- 
sibilities afforded  by  a fresh,  clean  start;  yet, 
at  the  same  time,  the  developing  rift 
between  the  east  and  west  endangered  thou- 
sands with  starvation  and  terrible  depriva- 
tion (see  fig.  14).  These  same  years  saw  the 
formation  of  staunch  Cold  War  institutions 
that  were  manifestations  of  these  tensions  at 
the  international  level:  the  United  Nations 
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Fig.  2.  'Young  warrior,  be  worthy  of  military  glory!',  by  P.A.  Krivonogov,  1947,  65  x 81  cm. 
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(UN),  for  example,  sprang  from  the  cheerful  hope  that 
quarrels  between  nations  could  be  resolved  through  diplo- 
macy and  third-party  arbitration,  while  the  Warsaw  Pact 
and  the  North  Atlantic  Treaty  Organization  (NATO)  were 
grounded  in  the  gloomy  conviction  that  massive  military 
strength  is  the  best  deterrent  to  conflict.  The  dreams  and 
nightmares  of  the  immediate  post  war  years  found  expres- 
sion in  a variety  of  artistic  media,  two  of  which  are  pre- 
sented here:  posters  and  medals  held  at  the  ANS. 

Posters  obviously  do  not  fall  within  the  scope  of  our 
Museum's  interests,  but  during  our  move  this  last  spring 
we  made  a fortuitous  discovery:  a cache  of  dozens  of 
Soviet  posters  from  the  late  1940s.  During  his  systematic 
search  for  records  and  other  archival  material  before  the 
move,  ANS  archivist  Joe  Ciccone  found  two  tightly 
wrapped  bundles  in  the  corner  of  a basement  storeroom. 
Upon  carefully  opening  one  of  the  bundles,  he  was  taken 
aback  to  find  Joseph  Stalin  returning  his  gaze.  Over  the 
course  of  the  next  couple  of  days  ANS  staff  members  gen- 
tly unrolled  both  bundles  and  begin  to  catalogue  and  con- 
serve this  amazing  find.  Now  that  the  work  is  completed, 
we  felt  that  this  discovery  should  be  shared  with  our  mem- 
bers. Our  preliminary  presentation  of  a selection  of  the 
posters  also  gives  us  the  opportunity  to  review  our  hold- 
ings of  similar  socially-  and  politically-charged  medals 
from  the  beginning  of  the  Cold  War.  and  to  consider  in 
what  ways  the  perspectives  offered  by  both  media  differ. 


Fig.  4.  France.  AE  commemorative  medal  for  the  1946  Paris 
peace  conference  by  Louis  Muller  (ANS  1953.144.48,  gift 
of  Wayte  Raymond)  68  mm. 


Fig.  3.  United  States. 
Silvered  bronze 
medal.  Society  of 
Medallists  33rd  issue, 

1 946,  "World  Peace" 
by  Joseph  Kiselewski 
(ANS  1988.124.31, 
gift  of  Stack's)  72  mm. 
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Fig.  5.  'Stalin's  care 
brightens  the  future 
of  our  children!',  by 
Irakli  Toidze,  1 947, 
61  x 43  cm. 


03APAET  C TAJlIfHCKAH  JIACKA 

By^yni,EE  haiueh  ^etboph  ? 


n.rmcKVHoe  a-obwi 


19 


Fig.  6.  France.  AE 
commemorative  medal 
for  the  1 946  Paris  peace 
conference  by  Andre  Galtie 
(ANS  1 953. 1 44.46,  gift  of 
Wayte  Raymond)  68  mm. 


Fig.  7.  France.  AE  commemorative  medal  for  the  1 946  Paris 
peace  conference  by  Robert  Cochet  (ANS  1 953.1 44.47,  gift 
of  Wayte  Raymond)  68  mm. 


Fig.  8.  'Victorious  in  war,  victorious  in  work',  by  V.  Koretsky 
1947;  84  x 122.5  cm. 


The  Posters 

During  those  thorny  years  in  the  late  1940s,  one  of  our 
long-time  members  was  stationed  in  Moscow  as  a State 
Department  officer.  There  he  came  to  realize  the  posters’ 
potential  as  rare  historical  documents  and  so  made  the 
bold  move  to  collect  as  many  of  them  as  he  could.  In  all 
he  managed  to  gather  nearly  100  examples,  even  some 
duplicates  and  triplicates.  At  some  point-and  here  the 
story  becomes  less  clear-he  mailed  the  bundles  to  himself 
care  of  the  ANS  either  from  Moscow  or  Washington  D.C. 
We  can  easily  imagine,  however,  that  in  Washington  in  the 
early  1950s  possession  of  Soviet  posters  could  be  a seri- 
ous liability  to  one’s  career,  especially  once  Senator 
Joseph  McCarthy’s  anti-communist  hearings  got  under 
way.  Perhaps  he  felt  the  ANS  offered  the  safest  repository 
for  his  collection  in  the  meantime.  For  the  next  50  years 
the  bundles  of  posters  gathered  dust  in  the  basement  of  our 
old  home  at  Audubon  Terrace. 

It  is  only  since  Perestroika  that  post-War  Soviet  posters 
have  begun  to  receive  serious  study,  the  most  systematic 
overview  to  date  being  Stephen  White's  The  Bolshevik 
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Fig.  9.  'Carry  with 
pride  the  banners  o 
Soviet  sport!',  by  A 
Kokorekin,  1 948, 
87  x 71  cm. 
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Fig.  10.  'The  proud  glory  of  Stalin's  guards  resounds  magnifi- 
cently over  the  Earth!',  by  B.  Mukhin,  1 947,  85  x 61  cm. 
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Fig.  1 1 . 'Glory  to  the  Soviet  Army  and  its  victory  over  Japan!,' 
by  M.  Solovyov,  1 947,  81  x 59  cm. 


Poster  (Yale  University  Press,  1990).  As  yet  no  compre- 
hensive catalogue  of  the  material  has  been  published,  nor 
is  one  likely  to  appear  in  the  near  future  since  the  task  of 
studying  these  items  is  hampered  by  their  fragility  and 
intended  short  life  span.  We  can  only  assume  that  the 
posters  that  have  been  studied  to  date  represent  an 
unknown  fraction  of  the  actual  larger  number  of  posters 
produced  at  any  given  moment  during  the  course  of  Soviet 
history.  For  this  reason  any  newly  surfaced  material,  like 
this  ANS  collection,  makes  a significant  contribution  to 
our  knowledge  of  the  medium. 

First  used  by  the  Bolsheviks  during  the  1917  revolution, 
the  poster  was  thereafter  adopted  by  Lenin  as  a simple, 
inexpensive,  yet  dramatic  means  of  conveying  informa- 
tion and  ideology  to  the  citizen  body.  Even  long  after 
WWII  the  poster  retained  this  important  role  in  Soviet 
mass  communication,  alongside  television  and  radio. 
Artistic  experimentation  with  the  graphic  medium  reached 
its  height  during  the  Constructivist  period  of  the  1920s, 
when  avant  garde  posters  were  being  produced  by  artists 
such  as  Alexander  Rodchenko.  However,  Stalin’s  decla- 
ration in  1932  that  all  art  henceforth  was  to  conform  to 
‘Social  Realism,’  requiring  more  realistic  rather  than 


abstract  portrayals  of  Soviet  life,  brought  this  earlier  peri- 
od of  experimentation  to  a close.  In  fact,  a number  of  the 
poster  artists  from  the  1920s  died  in  Stalin’s  gulags.  Fear 
of  change  meant  that  Social  Realism  would  remain  the 
dominant  poster  style  for  decades  to  come,  as  it  is  in  the 
selection  of  posters  presented  here. 

Perspectives 

As  historical  documents-types  that  are  often  overlooked 
by  Cold  War  historians-the  medals  and  posters  offer  sev- 
eral unusual  perspectives  of  the  period,  born  of  their  func- 
tions and  sponsorship.  The  state-sponsored  propaganda 
poster,  for  example,  communicated  an  idealized,  isolated 
world  of  a healthy,  unworried  populace  toiling  for  the 
Motherland  under  the  benevolent  oversight  of  a fatherly 
Joseph  Stalin.  Frequent  allusions  to  the  might  and  perse- 
verance of  the  USSR  can  be  found  in  posters  glorifying 
the  soldier  and  sailor,  new  military  hardware,  and  the  30th 
anniversary  of  the  1917  revolution.  Triumphant,  bronzed 
athletes  are  seen  on  some  posters  (figs.  9.  12),  illustrations 
of  a thriving,  joyful  Soviet  youth.  In  a medium  that  was 
meant  for  internal  consumption  it  is  not  surprising  that  ref- 
erences to  the  world  outside  this  idealized  state  are  tew. 
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Fig.  1 2.  'Glory  to 
the  Soviet  sports- 
men!', by  V. 
Khrapovitsky, 
1 947,  85  x 59  cm. 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 


23 


Fig.  13.  United 
States.  Silvered 
bronze  medal. 
Society  of 
Medallists  32nd 
issue,  1 945, 
"World  Unity  or 
Oblivion"  by 
Berthold  Nebel 
(ANS 

1988.124.30,  gift 
of  Stack's)  70  mm. 


Fig.  1 4.  German. 
Cast  bronze  medal 
commenting  on  the 
German  monetary 
reform  of  1 948, 
inflation,  and 
widespread 
hunger,  by  Guido 
Goetz,  1 948  (ANS 
1950.24)  74  mm. 


We  find  only  a sporadic  cartoonish  characterization  of  the 
Capitalist  or  western  leaders  (fig.  23),  and  an  occasional 
illustration  of  how  much  better  off  the  Soviet  worker  was 
than  his  or  her  western  counterpart  (fig.  30).  Similarly,  ref- 
erences to  the  new  peace  and  the  USSR’s  role  in  world 
affairs  are  virtually  non-existent.  The  brave  cheer  of  the 
poster  world  was  fleeting,  however;  none  of  the  posters 
lasted  longer  than  the  elements  would  allow.  This  meant, 
of  course,  that  as  the  posters  were  forgotten  their  unifying 
messages  could  be  altered,  in  line  with  new  programs  or 
revamped  slogans. 

The  medals,  on  the  other  hand,  endure,  and  differences 
in  their  sponsorship,  immediate  purpose,  and  the  artists’ 
nationality  meant  that  their  messages  and  perspectives 
were  also  significantly  varied.  And  too,  the  audience  that 
viewed  the  medals  was  often  considerably  more  restricted 
than  that  for  the  posters,  which  could  allow  for  more 
experimentation  or  individual  expression.  The  subject 
matter  of  the  medals  for  the  US  subscription-only  Society 
of  Medallists  (SOM)  series,  for  example,  was  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  artist.  For  his  1946  SOM  medal  (fig.  3), 
Joseph  Kiselewski  found  inspiration  in  the  end  of  hostili- 
ties: The  war  was  over,’  he  remarked  in  his  notes  accom- 
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Fig.  16.  'We  are  safeguarding  the  peace  and  happiness  of  our 
beloved  Motherland!',  by  V.  Koretsky,  1947,  88  x 61  cm. 


Fig.  1 5.  'Glory  to  the  Soviet  warrior!',  by  Viktor  Ivanov,  1 947, 

84  x 60  cm. 


Fig.  17.  'Grow,  little  giant!  The  Soviet  Army  is  watching  over  you!',  by  F.  Shurpin  and  M. 

Solovyov,  1947,  57  x 81  cm. 
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Fig.  18.  German.  Cast  bronze  medal  bronze  medal  commemorating  the  Berlin  Airlift,  by  Guido  Goetz, 

1948  (ANS  1950.24)  92  mm. 


panying  the  medal,  ‘the  misery  and  horror  had  gone.  I 
have  tried  to  portray  a simple  and  cheerful  “World  Peace” 
which  would  rest  the  mind  from  the  dismal  past  and  look 
only  to  the  bright  future.’  Peace  is  also  a dominant  theme 
in  three  separate  French  medals  from  1946  (figs.  4,  6,  7). 
Here,  however,  since  each  of  the  medals  had  the  Paris 
peace  conference  of  that  year  as  its  primary  subject  (and 
presumably  sponsorship),  their  World  Peace  becomes 
less  the  expression  of  an  individual  artist’s  emotion- 
al relief  than  an  international  event  deserving  com- 
memoration. This  larger  (inter)nationalized  per- 
spective ensured  that  the  medals  would  be 
devoid  of  any  personalized  content  that  might 
offend  the  sponsors,  or  detract  from  the  subject 
commemorated.  In  a sense,  medals  of  this  sort 
come  close  to  the  posters’  propaganda-like 
function  in  so  far  as  they  promulgate  the  “offi- 
cial” message  through  an  accepted  vocabulary 
of  images  and  representation.  This  is  important  to 
note  since  darker,  more  individualized  expressions 
of  contemporary  events  can  also  be  found.  For  exam- 
ple, Berthold  Nebel’s  1945  SOM  medal  entitled  “World 


Fig.  1 9.  German.  Cast 
bronze  medal  com- 
menting on  the  split  of 
Germany  into  two  sep- 
arate counties  and  the 
formation  of  NATO,  by 
Guido  Goetz,  1 949 
(ANS  1979.38.929, 
gift  of  Ira,  Lawrence, 
and  Mark  Goldberq) 

72  mm. 
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Fig.  20.  'Become  a member  of  DOSFLOT!  (the  Society  for  Voluntary  Support  of  the  Soviet  Navy),'  by  B.D.  Velensky, 

1 948,  83  x 61  cm. 
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Fig.  21 . (East)  German.  Porcelain  medal  depicting  Vera  Mukhina's  statue  group  Industrial  Worker  and  Collective  Farm  Worker. 

Meissen  porcelain  works,  1947  (ANS  1948.151,  gift  or  L.H.  Schroeder)  100  mm. 
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Fig.  23.  'The  masterminds  of  a new  war  ought  to  remember  the 
shameful  fiasco  of  their  predecessors!',  by  N.  Bulganin,  B. 
Efimov,  and  N.  Dolgorukov,  1948,  8 5.75  x 55  cm. 


Fig.  24.  'Long  live  our  glorious  Motherland,  the  Union  of  the 
Soviet  Socialist  Republics!',  by  V.  Viktorov,  1948,  87  x 62  cm 


Unity  or  Oblivion”  (fig.  13)  deals  with  a subject  that  was 
certainly  the  subtext  of  the  1946  Paris  conferences-and 
the  foundation  meetings  of  the  UN-but  does  so  in  a way 
that  would  be  unacceptable  on  medals  commemorating 
either  event:  a mushroom  cloud  rising  over  a sea  of  dead 
bodies. 

The  most  highly  politicized  and  individualized  medallic 
commentary  of  the  period  is  found  in  the  work  of  Guido 
Goetz,  the  son  of  the  famed  German  medallic  artist  Karl 
Goetz.  In  Germany,  the  function  of  medallic  art  had  long 
since  broken  through  the  standard  barriers  of  understated 
commemoration  and  portraiture.  Karl  Goetz  and  other 
early  20th-century  German  medallists  had  found  a way  to 
use  medals  to  express  their  political  and  social  views 
through  (sometimes  nasty)  satire  and  visual  sarcasm; 
these  artists  did  not  pull  their  punches  when  rendering 
enemies  of  the  German  people.  In  part,  this  politicized 
approach  to  medallic  art  was  due  to  consumerist  econom- 
ics; Goetz  fed  his  family  through  his  constant  production 
and  sale  of  medals,  which  numbered  over  600  separate 
pieces  by  the  time  he  died  in  1950.  He  therefore  chose 
timely  themes  that  were  depicted  in  such  a way  as  to  have 
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the  broadest  appeal  to  his  German  audience/costumers. 
The  younger  Goetz  adopted  his  father’s  artistic  and  politi- 
cal stance  for  his  own  medallic  work;  his  are  the  only  con- 
temporary medals  we  possess  that  illustrate  important 
events  like  the  German  monetary  reform  and  hunger  of 
1947-48  (fig.  14),  the  Berlin  airlift  (fig.  18),  and  the  split 
of  Germany  and  formation  of  NATO  (fig.  19),  all  from  a 
purely  (West)  German  perspective.  Popular  resentment 
towards  the  Russians  is  freely  expressed  in  Goetz’  work, 
no  differently  than  the  resentment  towards  the  allied  forces 
expressed  in  his  father’s  work  during  both  WW  I and  WW 

II  (fig-  1). 

From  the  other  side  of  the  German  divide  we  have  a 
number  of  odd,  decidedly  pro-Russian  porcelain  medals 
commemorating  the  30th  anniversary  of  the  1917  revolu- 
tion (figs.  21,  22).  The  medals  were  produced  at  the  cen- 
turies-old Meissen  porcelain  works  near  Dresden,  which 
fell  into  Soviet  hands  after  1945.  Over  the  years  Meissen 
had,  of  course,  produced  scores  of  porcelain  medals  for 
various  purposes,  but  immediate  post-war  examples  are 
rare.  Rarer  still  is  the  large  100  mm  module  of  these  exam- 
ples. Significantly,  the  obverse  of  one  example  depicts 
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Fig.  25.  'Glory  to  Stalin's  eagles!',  by  E.S.  Maloletkov, 
1 948,  61  x 45.75  cm. 
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Fig.  26.  'Glory  to  the  Soviet  people!',  by  Viktor  Ivanov, 
1 947,  84  x 60  cm. 


Fig.  27.  'Under  Lenin's  banners,  under  Stalin's  leadership,  forward  to  a new  prosperity  of  the  Soviet 
Motherland,  to  the  complete  victory  of  communism  in  our  country!',  by  N.  Denisov  and  V.  Pravdin,  1948, 

82.5  x 60  cm. 
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Fig.  28.  'Let's  turn  the  plan  into  reality!',  by  V.  Koretsky,  1947,  81  x 106  cm. 


Fig.  29.  (East)  German.  Porcelain  medal  depicting  the  storming 
of  the  Winter  Palace  during  the  1917  revolution.  Meissen  porce- 
lain works,  1947  (ANS  1948.151,  gift  of  L.H.  Schroeder)  100 
mm.  This  medal  has  the  same  reverse  as  fig.  21 . 


Vera  Mukhina’s  Industrial  Worker  and  Collective 
Farm  Worker  (fig.  21),  an  enormous  stainless 
steel  statue  group  that  was  perched  atop  the 
Soviet  pavilion  at  the  1937  International 
Exposition  in  Paris.  This  statue  later  came  to 
symbolize  the  1937  Exposition,  but  before  the 
Exposition  opened  it  caused  Albert  Speer  to 
redesign  the  German/Nazi  pavilion,  which  was 
situated  directly  opposite  the  Russians’  pavilion, 
on  an  equally  monumental  scale  in  order  to  com- 
pete for  prestige  with  the  Soviets.  In  his  pavilion 
design  Speer  also  incorporated  similarly  large 
statues  of  Aryan  ideal-types  by  Josef  Thorak  to 
face  down  the  mighty  Soviet  couple.  Although 
the  statue  group  was  often  reproduced,  might  we 
read  this  particular  reproduction  of  Mukhina  s 
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Fig.  30.  'In  capitalist  countries  workers  have  no 
rights,  in  socialist  countries  workers  have  a right 
to  work!',  by  V.  Koretsky,  1 948,  84  x 113  cm. 


statue  on  a Meissen  medal  ten  years  after  the  fact  as  a 
comment  on  this  earlier  Nazi-Soviet  competition,  and  the 
graver  struggle  that  followed?  In  the  end.  at  least  from  the 
Russian  perspective,  it  was  the  Soviet  worker-soldiers 
who  defeated  the  Nazis  (and  the  Japanese!  See  fig.  1 1). 
Subsequently,  the  vanquished  were  made  to  glorify  the 
conquering  Soviet  worker,  and  the  anniversary  of  the 
communist  state,  in  a traditional  form  of  German  folk  art. 
It  is  a cold  irony  indeed,  and  one  befitting  the  post-War 
political  chill.  i-mwa 

My  thanks  to  Elena  Stolyarik  and  Olga  Less  for  trans- 
lating the  posters. 

Further  Reading 

Stephen  White,  The  Bolshevik  Poster  (Yale  University 
Press,  1990). 

International  Poster  Gallery  Online:  http://www.interna- 
tionalposter.com/ru-text.  cfm. 


Fig.  31 . 'Glory  to  the  defenders  of  our  Motherland!',  by  A. 
Druzhkov  and  I.  Shagin,  1 948,  86  x 62  cm. 
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BY  RICK  WITSCHONKE 


The  ANS  Photo  File 


■ hen  I am  working  at  the  new  ANS  build- 
ing  at  96  Fulton  Street,  I spend  most  of 
time 


my 

on  the 
fourth 

floor,  which  houses:  the 
vault,  containing  the 
ANS’  magnificent  col- 
lection of  coins  and 
medals;  the  offices  of 
Curators  Sebastian 
Heath,  Michael  Bates, 

Robert  Hoge,  Peter  van 
Alfen,  and  Elena 
Stolyarik;  an  open  area 
with  tables  for  visitors; 
and  several  desks  for 
the  Curatorial 

Assistants  and 

Volunteers,  where  I do 
most  of  my  work.  Two 
walls  of  this  area  are  lint~ 
with  card  file  cabinets,  containing  one  of  the  Society's  lit- 
tle-known treasures:  the  ANS  Photo  File. 

The  Photo  File  consists  of  446  file  drawers  containing 
cards,  each  with  a photo  of  a coin  from  an  auction  cata- 
logue or  price  list  glued  to  one  side,  and  the  details  of  the 
auction  or  list  on  the  other.  There  are  two  separate  for- 
mats: the  original  5x8  cards  (340  trays),  containing  photos 
from  auctions  and  lists  from  1904  to  1978,  and  106  trays 
of  3x5  cards,  containing  photos  from  1959  to  1985.  In 
total,  there  are  images  of  approximately  268.000  coins. 
The  files  are  all  carefully  labeled,  tabbed,  and  grouped 
into:  Greek  (146,000  cards,  organized  by  geographically); 
Roman  Republic  (21,000  cards,  organized  by  Sydenham 
number);  Roman  Imperial  (76,000  cards,  organized  by 
emperor/metal/type);  Byzantine  (16,000  cards,  similarly 
organized);  Islamic  (3,000  cards,  3x5  only,  started  in 
1984);  and  Medieval  (6,000  cards,  3x5  only,  also  started 
in  1984,  organized  by  country). 

The  Photo  File  was  begun  by  Agnes  Baldwin  Brett  in 
1915  as  a way  of  capturing  images  of  (mainly)  ancient 
coinages  in  order  to  facilitate  scholarly  study.  For 
decades,  the  file  was  maintained  by  the  Curators  and 
Volunteers.  Two  copies  (plates  are  generally  printed  on 
both  sides)  of  each  auction  catalogue  or  illustrated  price 


list  were  obtained  (in  addition  to  the  copy  maintained  in 
the  ANS  Library).  The  plates  were  then  cut  up,  preserv- 

ing  the  lot  number.  Then, 
the  photo  was  glued  on 
one  side  of  the  card,  and 
the  dealer,  auction  or  list 
number,  and  date  were 
noted  on  the  other.  This 
allowed  one  to  find  the 
original  sale  catalogue  in 
the  ANS  Library,  and 
view  the  original  lot 
description,  if  necessary. 
Finally,  the  card  was 
filed  away  along  with 
similar  coins. 

Although  the  Photo  File 
was  begun  in  the  1950s, 
it  was  first  mentioned  in 
1966  in  the  ANS 
Proceedings  (later  the 
annual  Report.  It  is  not 
even  noted  in  Adelson’s  1958  Centennial  History  of  the 
ANS.  The  early  reports  (1966-1975)  mention  the  employ- 
ment of  part-time  graduate  students  to  maintain  the  file. 
In  1967,  new  cabinets  were  purchased,  and  an  initiative 
begun  to  screen  and  correctly  file  the  existing  entries. 
This  effort  was  completed  in  1970,  and  an  index  prepared. 
From  1970  to  1975.  Beulah  Shonnard  is  mentioned  as  the 
individual  in  charge  of  the  Photo  File.  In  1976,  Shonnard 
retired,  and  was  replaced  in  her  capacity  by  John  Mancia, 
who  was,  in  turn,  replaced  by  Marie  Martin  in  1979.  The 
first  mention  of  the  size  of  the  file  comes  in  1975,  where 
it  is  said  to  contain  “more  than  450,000  illustrations” 
(each  coin  represents  two  illustrations).  In  1976,  this  num- 
ber increased  to  “more  than  500,000,”  where  it  remained 
until  1990,  when  it  increased  to  600,000.  This  is  probably 
more  an  artifact  of  the  preparation  of  the  Annual  Report 
than  a true  indication  of  the  growth  of  the  file. 

In  1979,  the  file  underwent  a “rearrangement  to  weed  out 
errors,”  led  by  Alan  Stahl  and  Hyla  Troxell  for  the  Greek, 
and  William  Metcalf  and  Ann  Petroni  for  the  Roman.  In 
1981,  it  was  decided  that  the  5x8  cards  were  cumbersome 
and  took  up  too  much  space  (the  only  coins  that  really 
required  that  much  space  were  the  large  aes  grave  and  aes 
signatum ),  and  a new  file  of  3x5  cards  was  begun.  Marie 
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The  Contents  of  the  Photo  File  Break  Down  Approximately  as  Follows 


5x8  Format 
(1904-1978) 

3x5  Format 
(1959-1985) 

Total 

Greek 

1 18,000  cards 

28,000  cards 

146,000  cards 

Roman  Republican 

15,000  cards 

6,000  cards 

21 ,000  cards 

Roman  Imperial 

60,000  cards 

16,000  cards 

76,000  cards 

Byzantine 

11,000  cards 

5,000  cards 

16,000  cards 

Islamic 

3,000  cards 

3,000  cards 

Medieval 

6,000  cards 

6,000  cards 

Total 

204,000  cards 

64,000  cards 

268,000  cards 

Martin  was  last  mentioned  as  keeper  of  the  file  in  1982.  In 
1984.  the  Islamic  and  Medieval  sections  were  added  under 
the  direction  of  Christine  Curry.  Then,  in  the  mid-1980s, 
the  proliferation  of  illustrated  catalogues,  and  the  increas- 
ingly constrained  resources  of  the  Society  made  continua- 
tion and  the  maintenance  of  the  Photo  File  impractical, 
and  it  was  discontinued.  Even  so,  this  is  a massive 
archive.  A few  examples  will  help  to  put  these  numbers  in 
perspective.  In  the  Greek  section,  there  are  over  24,000 
coins  of  Sicily,  including  1300  of  Gela  alone;  in  the 
Roman  Republic,  6 of  the  rare  issue  of  Ventidius  Bassus, 
and  in  the  Roman  Empire,  150  of  the  Empress  Plautilla 
(Sydenham  1175). 

So,  one  might  ask,  what  is  the  purpose  of  this  mass  of 
information,  and  why  was  so  much  effort  expended  to 
build  it?  There  are  actually  several  important  uses  for  the 
file.  Perhaps  the  most  obvious  is  to  research  the  prove- 
nance of  a coin.  Many,  if  not  most,  ancient  coins  appear- 
ing on  the  market  have  appeared  in  the  past,  but  often  the 
reference  to  that  previous  appearance  has  been  lost.  With 
the  Photo  File,  it  is  fairly  easy  to  look  the  coin  up,  and  dis- 
cover whether  the  new  specimen  has  appeared  before. 
Having  a known  provenance  increases  the  value  of  a coin, 
and  may  associate  it  with  a famous  collection.  Also,  a 
coin  with  a known  pedigree  is  less  likely  to  be  a forgery. 
For  these  reasons,  many  European  and  American  coin 
dealers  keep  their  own  photo  files,  but  none  that  I am 
aware  of  is  nearly  as  extensive  as  the  ANS’. 

Another  common  use  of  such  a file  is  to  research  the 
images  on  a particular  coin  or  series  of  coins.  For  exam- 
ple, a student  might  be  studying  the  iconography  of 
Parthian  Kings,  and  having  a large  collection  of  the 
images  on  coins  would  be  very  helpful.  Or  one  might  be 
studying  a particular  monument  which  appears  on  coins. 
For  example,  when  Professor  Fred  S.  Kleiner  was  work- 
ing on  his  book  The  Arch  of  Nero  in  Rome  (Rome,  1985), 
he  consulted  the  Photo  File  and  found  102  examples  of  the 
sestertius  of  Nero  with  the  arch  on  the  reverse.  He  used 


these  and  other  examples  to  arrange  the  dies  of  this  series 
in  a chronological  sequence.  He  then  concluded  that  the 
image  of  the  Arch  on  the  first  die  was  probably  the  most 
faithful  representation. 

Images  from  the  Photo  File  can  also  be  useful  in  deter- 
mining the  authenticity  of  a rare  coin.  By  comparing  the 
coin  in  question  with  a number  of  images  of  the  same 
type,  one  can  determine  if  the  style  and  fabric  are  correct. 
And,  by  checking  the  actual  auction  catalogues,  one  can 
determine  if  the  weight  is  consistent  with  genuine  pieces. 
And  one  may  even  find  a die  match  with  a known  speci- 
men, which  supports  authenticity  (however,  if  both  dies 
match,  the  matching  coin  could  have  provided  the  mould 
for  a forgery). 

Finally,  the  Photo  File  is  a wonderful  resource  when 
doing  a die  study  of  a particular  series.  In  these  situations, 
the  scholar  needs  as  many  examples  as  possible  in  order  to 
identify  all  of  the  dies  used,  and  arrange  them  in  chrono- 
logical sequence.  For  example,  Italo  Vecchi  is  currently 
working  on  a die  corpus  of  the  Etruscan  coinage.  He  had 
already  gathered  over  3,000  examples,  but,  on  a recent 
visit  to  the  Society,  he  was  able  to  find  over  100  addition- 
al examples  in  the  Photo  File. 

What  is  the  future  of  the  Photo  File?  The  ANS  would 
love  to  fill  in  the  20-odd  year  gap  to  bring  it  up  to  date, 
and  perhaps  digitize  the  images  so  they  could  be  made 
more  widely  available.  This  would  nicely  complement 
services  like  Wildwinds.com,  who  are  making  images  of 
coins  from  recent  sales  conveniently  available  on  the  web, 
and  the  digital  SNG  project.  Regrettably,  these  projects 
are  beyond  the  financial  means  of  the  Society  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  but  we  would  certainly  welcome  initiatives  on 
the  part  of  the  membership  to  make  these  projects  feasi- 
ble. However,  even  in  its  current  state,  the  Photo  File 
remains  a valuable  tool.  Members  are  cordially  invited  to 
make  use  of  it  (please,  however,  prearrange  your  visit  w ith 
one  of  the  Curators).  FTTi:,i 
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Agnes  Baldwin  Brett 

A Pioneer  Numismatist 
and  Archaeologist  at  the 


ANS 
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The  following  biography  of  Agnes  Baldwin  Brett , the 
first  female  curator  at  the  ANS,  traces  the  path  of  her 
career  from  her  education  in  the  classics  and  archae- 
ology and  her  travel  and  research  abroad,  to  her  later 
achievements  as  an  internationally  recognized  scholar 
of  classical  numismatics.  The  images  accompanying 
this  article  were  discovered  during  the  Society’s  move 
downtown  and  represent  only  a small  selection  of 
highlights  from  Baldwin  Brett’s  collection  now  housed 
in  the  Society’s  archives.  Baldwin  Brett’s  photographs 
from  Greece  in  1900  are  mainly  featured  here. 
However,  the  collection  also  includes  glass  plate  neg- 
atives, research  notes,  casts  fi-om  her  numerous  publi- 
cations, as  well  as  photographs  of  the  cabinet  and  gal- 
leries at  the  ANS,  and  of  her  travels  throughout  Europe 


and  the  Mediterranean.  While  a larger  study  of  the 
images  is  required,  here  we  place  them  within  the  frame- 
work of  Baldwin  Brett’s  life,  travels  and  career  as  a 
scholar.  A brief  sketch  of  the  life  of  Agnes  Baldwin  Brett 
and  a full  bibliography  of  her  published  works  can  also 
be  found  at  the  ANS  Archives  Website  at: 
http:  llwww.amnumsoc.org/archives/baldwinbrettbio.htm 

Agnes  Baldwin  Brett  was  born  in  Newark,  New  Jersey 
in  1876,  the  daughter  of  Fredrick  Wellington  Baldwin,  a 
wealthy  leather  merchant,  and  the  former  Mary  A. 
Wheeler.  She  completed  her  high  school  education  in 
Newark,  and  in  1893  she  began  attending  Barnard 
College.  Baldwin  Brett  was  a member  of  the  fifth  class 
of  students  at  the  College,  which  was  founded  in  1889.  By 
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1900  only  2.8%  of  American  women  received  a 
higher  education,  therefore  at  the  time  this 
opportunity  was  still  very  unusual  and  only 
available  to  women  from  well  to  do  families. 

Baldwin  Brett  enrolled  at  Barnard  as  a pre-col- 
lege student  studying  chemistry  for  the  1893-94 
academic  year;  in  her  first  semester  she  also 
began  her  studies  of  Greek,  Latin,  and  German 
languages  and  literature.  By  mid-year,  she  was 
offered  a special  exam  and  admitted  as  a regular 
degree  student  in  the  second  term.  Having  stud- 
ied a broad  range  of  topics  including  classics, 
sociology,  economics,  and  rhetoric,  she  received 
her  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1897. 

It  was  at  Barnard  that  Baldwin  Brett  began  to 
study  ancient  Greek  language  and  literature. 

During  this  early  stage  of  her  training,  her  inter- 
est in  classical  art  and  archaeology  also  devel- 
oped while  studying  under  professors  such  as 
James  Rignall  Wheeler,  who  was  later  the 
Chairman  of  the  American  School  of  Classical  Studies  at 
Athens  from  1901  to  1918.  Wheeler’s  course  on  Pausanias 
was  an  important  source  for  her  undergraduate  thesis  writ- 
ten on  the  location  of  the  famed  spring  of  Enneakrounos  in 

Athens,  the  Roman  Agora. 


Baldwin  Brett  with  Ernest  Babelon. 


Athens.  This  early  research  included  careful  study  of  the 
extant  archaeological  and  art  historical  evidence,  the 
topography  of  ancient  sites,  and  philological  analysis.  At 
the  turn  of  the  last  century  the  identity  of  the  site  of  the 
spring,  as  well  as  of  many  other  sites  and  monuments  in 
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Athens,  was  a topic  of  great  debate,  since  it  was  during 
this  period  that  many  of  the  first  formal  excavations  began 
in  the  city,  and  scholarship  at  that  time  relied  heavily  on 
ascertaining  the  accuracy  of  Pausanias’  description  of 
Greece  as  well  as  the  often  conflicting  accounts  of 
Thucydides.  The  spring,  according  to  Pausanias’  travel 
guide,  written  in  the  second  century  AD,  was  located  in  the 
Athenian  Agora.  In  support  of  Pausanias’  account,  the 
arguments  put  forth  in  Baldwin  Brett’s  thesis  countered 
the  view  of  contemporary  scholarship  which  held  that  the 
spring  was  located  elsewhere  in  Athens.  Most  notably,  her 
discussion  dismissed  the  findings  from  fieldwork  current- 
ly taking  place  under  the  German  archaeologist  Wilhelm 
Dorpfeld,  one  of  the  most  preeminent  archaeologists  of  the 
time.  While  some  debate  about  the  location  of  the  spring 
still  persists  today,  Pausanias’  description  of  the  monu- 
ment’s location  is  generally  accepted  and  the  alternative 
position  proposed  by  Dorpfeld  has  long  been  disregarded. 
This  broad  based  research  showed  a care  and  complexity 
that  would  be  characteristic  of  Baldwin  Brett’s  work 
throughout  her  lifetime. 

In  1 898  Baldwin  Brett  was  accepted  into  the  masters  pro- 
gram in  classics  at  Columbia  where  she  specialized  in 
archaeology.  During  her  first  year  of  graduate  work  at 


Students  from  the  American  School 
at  the  Acropolis,  Brett  is  the  first 
women  seated  to  the  left. 


Columbia  she  was  appointed  Ella  Weed  Scholar  at 
Barnard  College  where  she  taught  courses  in  Greek  and 
Latin,  and  conducted  private  tutoring  sessions  in  the  clas- 
sical languages  while  completing  her  graduate  work. 
Baldwin  Brett  received  her  AM  from  the  University  in 
1900.  In  that  year  she  was  awarded  a second  fellowship 
that  would  shape  the  path  of  her  future  research  signifi- 
cantly, a scholarship  to  attend  the  American  School  of 


I 

mmm, 
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Classical  Studies  at  Athens. 


The  scholarship  to  attend  the  school  in 
Athens  was  the  first  fellowship  ever 
offered  to  a woman  by  the  University. 

This  unique  award  was  obtained 
through  the  support  of  Emily  Putnam, 
the  Dean  of  Barnard  College,  and  wife 
of  publishing  mogul  George  Haven 
Putnam.  In  addition  to  being  Dean, 

Putnam  was  a notable  scholar  and  femi- 
nist who  was  also  an  Associate  of 
History,  Greek,  and  Latin  at  Columbia, 
and  a strong  advocate  of  equality  for 
women  within  the  university  system. 

Her  legacy  to  Barnard  is  best  reflected 
in  the  changes  she  brought  to  the  educa- 
tional program  there  by  improving  the 
quality  and  quantity  of  advanced  cours- 
es offered  to  students,  particularly  in  the 
classics,  and  by  opening  Columbia’s 
libraries  and  graduate  courses  to 
Barnard  women.  Putnam  also  demand- 
ed greater  support  of  female  students  at 
Columbia  through  scholarships  to  the 
University.  For  Baldwin  Brett,  Putnam’s 
role  as  a mentor  would  prove  invalu- 
able. In  an  interview  with  the  Barnard 
College  Alumnae  Monthly  in  1937,  Baldwin  Brett  recalled 
the  experience  saying,  “There  were  at  the  time  no  fellow- 
ships for  women,  but  upon  investigation  it  was  found  that 
the  relevant  section  of  the  Charter  of  the  university  actual- 
ly provided  such  grants  for  Columbia  students.  This  had 
always  been  interpreted  to 
mean  men,  but  it  was  found 
legal  to  include  me,  and  so  I 
was  awarded  a fellowship  for 
a year’s  study  at  Athens — 
with  no  “stipend”  attached! 

However,  an  unnamed  patron 
came  forward  with  a 
“stipend”,  and  I borrowed  the 
rest  from  my  grandfather  (to 
the  horror  of  my  family),  and 
was  off  to  Athens.” 

In  1900  Baldwin  Brett 
began  the  first  of  two  fellow- 
ship years  at  the  American 
School.  Work  at  the  School 
consisted  of  lectures  and 
study  under  important  classi- 
cal scholars  including 
Wilhelm  Dorpfeld  and  other 
leading  archaeologists  of  the 
time.  Studies  also  consisted 
of  travel  and  examination  of 


Athens,  Hadrian's  Gate. 


Students  from  the  American  School  bicycling  to  the  sites. 


ancient  sites  in  Athens,  mainland  Greece  and  the  islands. 
Baldwin  Brett’s  photographs  from  this  time  document 
their  travel  to  the  monuments  and  excavations,  in  addition 
to  depicting  the  landscape,  and  local  cultures  of  Greece. 
These  include  images  of  Athens  and  the  Acropolis  before 

its  monuments  were  reconstruct- 
ed; Delphi  during  the  first  stages 
of  excavation  at  the  site;  Tiryns 
and  Mycenae  with  monumental 
sculpture — now  in  the  National 
Archaeological  Museum — still  in 
situ;  and  early  images  of  sites 
such  as  Epidaurous  and  Eleusis 
among  many  others.  Travel  to  the 
sites  was  done  either  on  foot,  by 
bicycle  or  a horse — drawn 
barouche. 

It  was  through  her  work  at  the 
School  that  Baldwin  Brett  devel- 
oped her  interest  in  Greek  and 
Roman  numismatics.  In  her  sec- 
ond year  in  Athens,  Baldwin  Brett 
received  the  Agnes  Hoppin 
Memorial  Fellowship,  which  was 
established  at  the  American 
School  by  the  Hoppin  family  to 
“lift  the  restrictions  on  women  in 
■ the  study  of  archaeology” 
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(Thompson,  1971:  467-7).  The 
American  School  had  recently 
established  large-scale  excava- 
tions at  Corinth.  At  the  time 
female  students  were  excluded 
from  participating  in  excavations 
and  were  instead  only  allowed  to 
catalog  smaller  artifacts 
unearthed  at  the  site.  In  this  case 
Baldwin  Brett  was  responsible  for 
cataloging  the  numismatic  finds 
from  the  excavation.  Many  years 
later,  in  his  preliminary  report  for 
the  excavations  at  Corinth  from 
1925,  published  in  the  American 
Journal  of  Archaeology,  T.  Leslie 
Shear,  the  director  of  the  School 
makes  special  mention  of 
Baldwin  Brett’s  careful  study  and 
cataloging  of  the  coins  from  the 
site.  This  work  at  the  American 
School  established  Baldwin 
Brett’s  interest  in  numismatics 
and  also  demonstrated  the  thor- 
oughness of  her  scholarship. 

Having  been  denied  the  right  to  participate  in  the  dig  at 
Corinth,  two  of  Baldwin  Brett’s  contemporaries  at  the 
American  School,  Lida  Shaw  King  and  Ida  Thallon  Hill 
sought  to  find  a site  where  they  themselves  could  exca- 
vate. In  the  spring  of  1901  the  School  began  work  on  the 
sacred  cave  at  Vari  in  southern  Attica.  Shaw  and  Hill  con- 
tributed to  the  cost  of  the  excavation,  and  thus  were  per- 


mitted to  join  the  men 
from  the  School  in  the 
actual  excavation. 
This  was  the  first  pro- 
ject to  allow  women  to 
excavate  on  mainland 
Greece.  While 

Baldwin  Brett  did  not 
herself  excavate,  she 
was  a member  of  the 
team  that  worked  on 
the  site,  and  in  1903 
she  published  the 
numismatic  finds  from 
this  historic  dig  in  the 
American  Journal  of 
Archaeology. 

In  1908,  upon  the 
recommendation  of 
Edward  Newell  during 
the  early  stage  of  his 
association  with  the 
ANS,  Baldwin  Brett 
was  invited  to  become 
a member  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society.  Shortly 
after,  in  1909,  she  was  appointed  Assistant  Curator  of  the 
Museum’s  collection,  a newly  created  position,  before 
being  promoted  to  sole  Curator  of  the  ANS  collection  the 
next  year.  Her  post  at  the  Society  was  established  and 
funded  by  support  from  Archer  M.  Huntington.  Between 
1912  and  1914  the  ANS  provided  Baldwin  Brett  with 
funding  to  travel  abroad  and  study  the  numismatic  hold- 
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ings  of  the  European  museums 
and  private  collections.  Baldwin 
Brett  consulted  collections  in 
England,  Scotland,  France, 

Germany,  Austria,  and  Belgium, 
and  studied  extensively  with  the 
French  numismatist  Ernest 
Babelon  at  the  Cabinet  des 
Medailles  in  Paris.  At  this  point, 
her  title  was  changed  to  Associate 
Curator  of  the  Society.  During  her 
time  abroad,  her  research  focused 
on  the  preparation  of  two  studies 
on  the  coins  issued  by  city-states 
in  Asia  Minor  from  the  7th  centu- 
ry BC  through  the  imperial  peri- 
od. Her  first  two  books.  The 
Electrum  Coinage  of  Lampsakos  and  The  Electrum  and 
Silver  Coins  of  Chios,  both  published  in  1914,  were  the 
result  of  this  period  of  study. 

Throughout  her  career,  Baldwin  Brett  made  many  signif- 
icant and  lasting  contributions  to  ancient  numismatics  and 
the  broader  study  of  the  ancient  world.  In  1919  the  ANS 
honored  Baldwin  Brett  as  the  second  recipient  of  the 
Archer  M.  Huntington  Medal.  She  received  this  award  in 
recognition  of  her  outstanding  work  in  the  field  of  numis- 
matics after  the  publication  of  her  works  on  Lampsakos 
and  Chios  and  a third  monograph.  Symbolism  on  Greek 
Coins , which  analyzed  the  typology  of  Greek  coins  in  rela- 
tionship to  parallel  imagery  on  contemporary  statuary, 
urns,  and  other  sculpture.  Her  most  well  known  work  was 
the  Catalog  of  Greek  Coins,  produced  for  the  Boston 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts  where  she  was  appointed  Honorary 
Curator  of  Classical  Coins.  This  book  detailing  the 


Museum’s  collection 
came  to  publication 
shortly  after  her  death  in 
1955.  Both  this  catalog 
and  her  study  of  facing 
heads  on  ancient  Greek 
coins  were  republished 
twenty  years  after  their 
initial  publication,  a tes- 
tament to  the  lasting 
nature  of  her  work. 
Baldwin  Brett  was  an 
authority  on  Roman 
medallions,  publishing 
four  books  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  in  1938  she 
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Delphi  prior  to  its  full  excavation. 


chaired  the  committee  for  an  exhibition  of  Roman  coins 
from  period  of  Augustus.  She  also  published  many  addi- 
tional important  numismatic  monographs  and  scholarly 
articles  on  coins  of  the  ancient  world.  The  enduring  quali- 
ty of  Baldwin  Brett’s  work  and  the  accuracy  of  her  analy- 
sis of  artifacts  are  demonstrated  by  the  continuing  rele- 
vance of  her  standard  reference  works  today. 

Outside  of  her  research  Baldwin  Brett  was  a visiting 
Lecturer  of  Archaeology  at  Columbia  from  1936  to  1937, 
where  she  conducted  courses  on  numismatics  at  the 
Society  upon  the  request  of  William  Bell  Dinsmoor.  a 
scholar  of  the  Parthenon,  and  a founder  of  the  University  s 
Department  of  Art  History.  Baldwin  Brett  also  greatly 
enriched  the  Society’s  academic  resources.  In  1915,  she 
established  the  ANS"  photographic  tile  of  Greek  and 
Roman  coins  sold  at  auction,  which  continues  to  serve  as 
a valuable  resource  today.  Among  many  other  honors. 
Baldwin  Brett  was  a fellow  of  the  Royal  Numismatic 
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Society  and  the  first  American  women  to  receive  their 
medal  recognizing  scholars  ‘highly  distinguished  for  ser- 
vices to  Numismatic  Science’.  She  was  also  an  honorary 
member  of  the  Societe  Royale  de  Numismatique  de 
Belgique. 

However,  Baldwin  Brett’s  achievements  were  not  limit- 
ed to  classical  studies.  In  the  1910s  and  1920s  she  did  con- 
siderable work  on  medallic  art  and  modern  American 
sculpture.  As  the  Society’s  Curator  she  arranged  the  cata- 
logue for  the  International  Medallic  Exhibition  of  1910. 
Then,  in  1923,  Archer  M.  Huntington  requested  that 
Baldwin  Brett  write  a second  catalog  for  the  Exhibition  of 
Modern  Sculpture  at  the  ANS,  which  was  produced  in 
conjunction  with  the  National  Sculpture  Society.  This  was 
one  of  the  most  extensive  exhibitions  of  modern  sculpture 
at  the  time.  Baldwin  Brett  was  also  an  important  collector 
of  ancient  Babylonian  cylinder  seals,  and  in  1936  the 
University  of  Chicago’s  Oriental  Institute  published  a cat- 
alog of  her  collection.  Edward  Newell’s  seal  collection 
was  published  in  the  same  series  two  years  before. 

Baldwin  Brett  had  an  extensive  knowledge  of  Islamic 
and  modern  numismatics,  purchasing  and  donating  a 


diverse  selection  of  coins  and  medals  to  the  society  both 
during  her  appointment  as  Curator  of  the  Society’s  collec- 
tion and  throughout  her  time  the  Museum.  Over  the  near- 
ly half  a century  that  Baldwin  Brett  was  associated  with 
the  ANS  she  donated  some  five  hundred  coins  to  the  col- 
lection including  Greek  and  Roman  examples,  Islamic 
coins  and  glass  weights,  and  modern  European  coins  and 
medals.  Baldwin  Brett’s  broad  knowledge  of  numismatic 
studies  is  also  demonstrated  through  her  long  tenure  as  the 
Chairman  of  the  ANS  publications  committee  from  1923 
to  1946,  and  her  continued  work  as  a member  of  the  com- 
mittee up  until  the  time  of  her  death.  Of  her  role  as 
Chairman  the  ANS’  council  noted  that  “her  ability  brought 
her  appointment  to  the  Committee  on  Publications  where 
her  insistence  on  high  standards  was  especially  potent” 
( American  Numismatic  Society  Council  Meeting  Minutes: 
January  14,  1956). 

At  the  time  when  Baldwin  Brett  received  her  education 
most  women  had  to  choose  between  having  a family  and 
pursuing  a career,  and  as  a result  many  pioneering  women 
scholars  of  the  period  never  married.  However.  Baldwin 
Brett’s  work  was  balanced  with  family  life.  Upon  her 
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return  from  Europe  in  1914,  she  married  George  Monroe 
Brett,  chairman  of  the  Department  of  Accountancy  at  The 
City  College  of  New  York.  He  was  also  prominent  for  his 
work  as  Curator  of  the  College’s  collection.  They  had  a 
daughter,  Barbara,  in  1925  who  attended  Wellesley 
College.  Baldwin  Brett  divided  her  time  between  working 
in  New  York  and  living  at  a second  home  in  Marblehead 
Massachusetts.  Both  her  professional  and  private  life 
included  a great  interest  in  travel,  as  she  returned  to 
Europe  and  the  Mediterranean  often  throughout  her  life- 
time. Baldwin  Brett  visited  Greece  again  in  1924  in  order 
to  conduct  numismatic  research,  and  1936  she  embarked 
on  a seven  month  trip  with  her  husband  and  daughter  dur- 
ing which  they  visited  the  leading  archaeological  sites  of 
Egypt,  Palestine,  and  Greece.  This  trip  held  particular  sig- 
nificance, because  it  was  an  opportunity  for  her  to  revisit 
her  professional  beginnings  with  those  who  shared  her  pri- 
vate life  (Richards,  1937:  13).  Baldwin  Brett  studied 
numismatics  and  archaeology  during  a formative  period 
for  the  field  of  classical  studies  in  America.  She  also  lived 


and  worked  in  an  age  that  did  not  encourage  women  to 
actively  participate  in  scholarship.  For  these  reasons  her 
accomplishments  both  as  an  individual  and  a scholar  are 
all  the  more  impressive,  fttEI 
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in  addition  to  the  usual  activi- 
ties of  the  Archives,  three 
issues  of  particular  signifi- 
cance have  arisen  since  the  last 
issue  of  the  ANS  Magazine: 
the  publication  of  an  erroneous  rumor 
about  the  Society’s  archival  nega- 
tives; the  initiation  of  the  Archives’ 
oral  history  program;  and  the  award- 
ing of  our  first  conservation  grant.  I 
will  provide  additional  information 
on  each  in  this  column. 

Negative  Collection 
Preserved 

Recently,  an  unfounded  rumor 
began  circulating  on  the  Internet  that 
staff  at  the  ANS  had  permitted  the 
wholesale  destruction  of  our  collec- 
tion of  historic  negatives. 

Nothing  Could  be  Further 
from  the  Truth 

The  collection  in  question  dates 
from  the  late  1 940s,  when  the  Society 
established  its  first  Photography 
Department.  Since  that  time,  staff 
photographers  maintained  a growing 
collection  of  negatives  of  the  objects, 
people,  and  events  they  pho- 
tographed including  the  images  of 
objects  used  in  publications. 

In  addition  to  these  departmental 
negatives,  the  Archives  also  main- 
tains negatives  and  photographs 
which  pre-date  the  Photography 
Department.  These  older  negatives 
and  photographs  include  images  used 
in  publications  since  the  launch  of  the 
Numismatic  Notes  and  Monographs 
series  in  the  early  1920s.  They  also 
include  even  older  images  of  the 
Society’s  Audubon  Terrace  headquar- 
ters and  distinguished  members. 

The  departmental  images,  in  combi- 
nation with  the  older  images,  number 
in  the  thousands.  Since  our  move  to 
Fulton  Street,  the  images  have  been 


Our  Schwartz  Fellow  Rachel  Towers 
working  on  the  ANS  Negative  Files. 


placed  in  a dry,  secure  location.  In 
addition,  we  have  begun  re-housing 
them  into  archivally  sound,  acid-free 
sleeves.  We  also  have  digitized  more 
than  a hundred  images  and  plan  on 
seeking  grant  funding  to  preserve  and 
make  accessible  all  the  existing 
images.  ' So  it  is  safe  to  say  that 
reports  of  the  demise  of  the  collection 
have  been  misleading.  In  fact,  the 
collection  is  probably  in  better  shape 
than  it  has  been  in  many  years. 

Oral  History  Project 
Progress 

On  a more  pleasant  topic,  we  have 
begun  interviews  as  part  of  the  oral 
history  project  announced  in  the  last 
issue  of  the  ANS  Magazine.  To  date, 
we  have  conducted  interviews  with 
six  individuals,  including  former 
curators  and  Councilors. 

Each  interview  has  lasted  from  one 
to  three  hours,  with  interviewees 
questioned  about  people  they  knew 
and  events  they  witnessed  during 


their  associations  with  the  ANS.  We 
expect  to  begin  conducting  a second 
round  of  interviews  shortly.  As  antic- 
ipated, these  interviews  are  proving 
to  be  an  invaluable  source  of  infor- 
mation on  the  history  of  the  ANS  and 
will  be  a significant  aid  as  we  write 
the  history  of  the  Society  for  our 
150th  anniversary  in  2008. 

Anyone  having  suggestions  for  can- 
didates for  the  project,  should  email 
me  at:  ciccone@amnumsoc.org. 

Conservation  Assessment 
Grant  Awarded 

On  another  pleasant  topic,  since  the 
last  issue  of  the  ANS  Magazine,  the 
ANS  has  received  funding  from  the 
Institute  of  Museum  and  Library 
Services  (IMLS)  to  fund  two  assess- 
ments through  its  Conservation 
Assessment  Program  (CAP).  The 
first  would  be  an  assessment  by  a 
trained  conservator  of  our  numismat- 
ic, library,  and  archival  collections. 
In  this  assessment,  the  conservator 
would  make  recommendations  on 
improving  our  care  and  preservation 
of  these  collections.  Because  of  the 
age  of  our  building,  we  also  received 
funding  for  a second  assessment  - 
this  one  is  a conditions  assessment 
through  which  an  architectural  firm 
would  make  recommendations  on 
improving  the  structure  of  the  facili- 
ty. We  expect  the  grant  funds  to 
cover  the  costs  of  both  assessments. 
These  types  of  assessments  are  nec- 
essary prerequisites  for  obtaining 
larger  conservation  funding  grants 
from  the  IMLS  and  other  agencies. 
Such  grants  are  critical  to  preserving 
the  records — and  photographic  nega- 
tives— in  the  Archives,  many  of 
which  have  deteriorated  substantially 
from  years  in  a damp  sub-basement 
room  at  Audubon  Terrace.  f.lIiU 
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Current  Cabinet  activities 


BY  ROBERT  WILSON  HOGE 


New  Activities  and  Research  Proceed 


A couple  of  months  pass, 
and  it  is  once  again  time 
to  recapitulate  some  of 
the  various  goings-on  in 
the  curatorial  realm  at  the 
American  Numismatic  Society.  It’s 
almost  breathtaking,  sometimes,  how 
busy  we  are — dealing  with  these  little 
pieces  of  metal  and  whatnot,  and  the 
people  who  want  to  know  more  about 
them.  Occasionally,  I receive  feed- 
back from  those  who  seem  to  enjoy 
reading  about  the  activities  of  their 
colleagues,  so  I’m  continuing  to  give 
some  background  on  specific  pieces 
and  series  in  the  collection  and  how 
they  have  come  to  our  attention,  and 
now  yours! 

Ancient  and  Medieval 
World  Ramblings 

Alexander  tetradrachms,  both  spec- 
imens in  the  cabinet  and  the  ANS’ 
extensive  collection  of  plaster  casts, 
were  the  subject  of  recent  study  in  the 
coin  room  by  Andrew  Mclntire. 
The  ANS  holds  the  premier  col- 
lection of  coins  of  the  peerless 
Macedonian  king  Alexander  the 
Great  (ruled  336-323  BC)  and 
later  emissions  with  his  name  and 
types  from  various  mints  of  the 
Hellenistic  world.  In  a different 
vein,  and  moving  on  in  time, 
Luciana  Cuppo  Csaki,  from  the 
Centre  for  Medieval  Studies 
Leonard  Boyle,  in  Vicenza, 

Italy,  made  a study  of  gold 
issues  of  the  late  Roman 
emperors.  She  is  analyzing  the 
script  of  the  early  5th-century 
CARPILIO  mosaic  in  the 
Cathedral  of  Vicenza,  for  a 
colloquium  of  the 
International  Association  for 
the  Study  of  Ancient  Mosaics 


Fig.  1 . Roman 
Empire, 
Valentinian  III 
(AD  425-455). 
AV  Solidus, 
Rome  mint. 
RIC.201 4.  (ANS 
1977.158.991, 
bequest  of  Robert 
F.  Kelly).  21.9 
mm. 


(AIEMA)  coming  up  in  Portugal 
in  November.  She  was  able  to 
find  some  correspondence  with 
the  letter  forms  on  solidi  of 
Arcadius,  Honorius  and 
Valentinian  III.  From  farther 
afield  in  the  ancient 
Mediterranean  world.  Biblical 
coins  specialist  and  ANS  Fellow 
David  Hendin  stopped  in  to 
assist  with  our  work  on 
ancient  Judaean  coins  and 
other  issues  of  the  Holy  Land. 

Li  Tiesheng,  a retired 
mechanical  engineer  and  a 
council  member  of  the  China 
Numismatic  Society,  visited 
our  coin  room  to  learn  about 
ancient  Western  coinage  in  the 
collection.  He  is  the  author  of 
several  pioneering  introductory 
books  about  Greek,  Roman,  and 
Byzantine  numismatics,  which  are  all 
firsts  in  the  Chinese  language.  He 
was  referred  to  us  by  Dr.  Richard 
Doty,  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  and  brought  with 
him  a gift  of  a book  on  statisti- 
cal analysis  of  Ancient  Chinese 
Coins  as  a gift  to  the  ANS 
Library,  from  Mr.  Chow  of  the 
^ China  Numismatic  Society,  the 
iV.  author. 

Gokul  Sapkota,  from  Nepal, 
inquired  about  an  imitation 
California  gold  piece,  and 
informed  us  that  he  wished  to 
donate  miscellaneous  ancient 
Nepali  and  Indian  coins. 

We  are  of  course  happy  to 
receive  gifts  of  any  items  that 
we  do  not  already  have  repre- 
sented in  the  collection  here, 
as  long  as  they  are  worthwhile 
and  germane  to  the  Museum's 
scope.  Readers  will  surely  be 


Fig.  2.  Italian 
States:  Viterbo, 
Sede  Vacante 
(1268-1271). 

AR  grosso, 
ex  Orte  hoard. 
CNI.l  2.5.1  3. 
(ANS 

1958.122.1, 

purchase). 

1 9.8  mm. 


aware  that  most  of  our  collection 
is  catalogued  onto  the  online 
data  base,  which  all  those  who 
may  be  interested  can  access  and 
study  at  our  internet  website, 
www.numismatics.org,  the  fore- 
most of  its  kind  in  the  world  (as 
I never  tire  of  mentioning!). 
Cambridge  University’s  Fitz- 
William  Museum  continues 
the  Medieval  European 
Coinage  multi-volume  publi- 
cation project  based  upon  the 
magnificent  collection  formed 
by  Philip  Grierson.  In  this 
connection.  Dr.  William  Day 
contacted  us  again  for  infor- 
mation relating  the  forthcom- 
ing catalog  of  coins  from  the 
Italian  States,  inquiring  about 
the  Arezzo,  Orte,  and  Peerless  hoards 
in  the  ANS  cabinet.  The  “Arezzo 
hoard”  was  a parcel — presumably  an 
actual,  intact  hoard — of  338  late  1 3th 
century  Italian  billon  pieces,  denari , 
purchased  by  ANS  benefactor  Mark 
M.  Salton  from  a merchant  in  the  out- 
door market  in  the  main  piazza  of 
Arezzo  in  1937.  Salton  donated  337 
of  the  coins  to  the  ANS  in  1982  (one 
piece  having  been  previously  given 
to  a New  Hampshire  collector).  The 
contents  included  330  pieces  ascribed 
to  Arezzo,  five  of  Perugia,  two  of 
Viterbo,  and  one  of  uncertain 
mintage.  The  hoard  was  published  by 
Dr.  Alan  M.  Stahl  in  the  Revista 
Italiana  di  numismatica  e scienzi  affi- 
ni  in  1988  (v.  90,  pp.  483-493).  The 
so-called  “Peerless  hoard"  was  a gift 
of  130  medieval  silver  coins  (65 
Venetian  soldini  of  the  Doge 
Francesco  Dandolo  and  65  various 
Lusignan  grossi  of  Cyprus)  which  the 
donor.  Dr.  Sidney  Peerless,  acquired 
from  American  dealer  John  Aiello. 
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Whether  this  accession  consists  of  an 
actual  hoard,  part  of  a hoard,  two 
hoards  or  part  of  two  hoards  (or 
something  else)  cannot  be  readily 
determined.  The  Orte  hoard  consisted 
of  39  early  Italian  silver  grossi  of  the 
mid  1 3th  century,  acquired  as  a pur- 
chase in  the  1950s.  Again,  this  inter- 
esting group  of  coins  was  studied  by 
Stahl  and  published  in  the 
Proceedings  of  the  12th  International 
Numismatic  Congress,  held  in  Berlin 
in  1997  (Berlin:  Staatliche  Museen 
zu  Berlin,  Preussischer  Kulturbesitz 
Muenzkabinett,  2000).  A choice  coin 
of  Viterbo  attributable  to  the  interreg- 
num between  two  popes,  1268-1271, 
helps  to  date  the  deposit. 

Another  correspondent  with  an 
image  to  be  identified  sought  infor- 
mation about  a Medieval  “casting 
counter”  (in  French,  a jeton),  a kind 
of  token  used  by  bankers  and  money 
changers  and  some  merchants,  proba- 
bly dating  from  the  15th  century. 
Such  a piece  is  not  actually  a coin, 
but  it  does  generally  simulate  the 
appearance  of  French  blancs,  stan- 
dard silver  coins  of  the  era. 

Dr.  Jon  Buck  and  Sheldon  Peik  sub- 
mitted an  inquiry  regarding  an  odd 
Medieval  silver  piece  which  had  been 
found  while  metal-detecting.  So  far  it 
is  unidentified,  needing  to  be  exam- 
ined or  at  least  shown  via  a better 
image.  In  Europe,  coins  of  the 
Middle  Ages  are  found  all  the  time 
and  appreciated  as  local  issues,  but  in 
this  country  most  people  seem  to 
have  less  understanding  of  them,  and 
sometimes  even  less  curiosity. 

Early  Americana 

John  Howes  visited  the  coin  room 
to  research  die  characteristics  on 
Massachusetts  silver  and  also  studied 
pieces  in  the  collection  of  New  Jersey 
State  coppers.  Writing  a book  on  the 
history  of  advertising,  Sara  Bader 
also  consulted  with  us  to  clarify 
descriptions  of  the  coins  of  these 
kinds  mentioned  in  Colonial  history, 
such  as  those  from  the  mint  estab- 
lished in  Boston  in  May  of  1652.  She 
was  interested  in  correctly  describing 
the  issues  in  sequence  for  publica- 
tion. 
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Fig.  3. 

Massachusetts 
Bay  Colony.  AR 
"New  England" 
sixpence,  Boston 
mint,  (1652). 
Noe  1 . (ANS 
1946.89.5,  gift 
of  W.  B.  Osgood 
Field).  22.3  mm. 


The  first  of  these,  to 
be  sure,  are  the  so- 
called  “New 

England”  coinage  of 
the  Massachusetts 
ieneral  Court — 

shillings,  sixpences, 
and  threepences 
struck  with  the  “NE” 
logo  at  the  mint  of 
Boston  in  1652. 
These  rare  and 
popular  coins  have 
been  among  my 
favorites  since  I 
had  the  occasion 
to  authenticate 
what  became 
the  eighth 
known  spec- 
imen of  the 
New  England  sixpence,  after  it 
was  found  by  a metal-detectorist 
some  years  ago  on  eastern  Long 
Island.  The  mystique  which 
these  and  their  companion 
pieces — the  succeeding  “tree” 
issues — enjoy  is  unlike  that  of 
any  other  Colonial  American 
money.  The  Society  holds  an 
outstanding  collection  of  the 
Massachusetts  silver  pieces, 
many  of  the  examples  having 
come  from  the  collection  of 
William  Bradhurst  Osgood 
Field,  whose  family  papers  are 
now  in  the  National  Archives. 

Another  reference  in  the  book 
by  Ms.  Bader  related  to  an 
advertisement  for  a runaway,  in 
which  the  advertiser  offered  a 
“three  pistoles  reward”  for  the  slave’s 
return,  in  1738  Virginia.  This  is 
apparently  an  intriguing  mention  of 
contemporary  gold  coins,  certainly 
pertaining  to  the  Spanish  2 escudos 
or  the  French  Louis  d’or — both 
pieces  that  could  have  been  circulat- 
ing in  the  colonies.  The  British  usage 
of  pistole  was  clearly  meant  to  desig- 
nate a foreign  coin,  but  which? 
Although  the  French  did  use  the  term 
pistole  in  reference  to  the  Spanish 
coin,  and  the  British  used  it  to  refer  to 
the  French  Louis  d’or — its  equiva- 
lent— as  well,  the  Spanish  2-escudos 
gold  piece  (value,  four  silver  “dol- 


Fig. 4.  New 
Spain  (Mexico, 
under  Spanish 
Colonial  rule), 
Philip  V.  AV  2 
escudos, 

Mexico  mint, 

1 734/3  MF. 
(ANS 

1960.166.154, 
gift  of  Bernard 
Peyton).  23.4 
mm. 


lars,”  or  “pieces  of  eight”)  was  prob- 
ably the  coin  generally  called  a pis- 
tole in  the  colonies  due  to  the  bustling 
illicit  trade  between  British 
Americans  and  the  Spanish  colonial 
New  World.  A pistole  would  at  that 
time  have  been  worth  1/4  doubloon , 
so  the  reward  offered  in  the  adver- 
tisement was  twelve  dollars  in  gold 
of  the  period — probably  roughly 
equivalent  to  two  to  four  months’ 
wages  for  a typical  laboring  person 
(bearing  in  mind  that  comparisons  in 
monetary  purchasing  power  are  noto- 
riously tricky  to  make).  A nice  exam- 
ple of  the  kind  of  coin  probably 
intended  by  this  reference  is  a 
piece  donated  by  ANS  Life  fel- 
low and  benefactor  Bernard 
Peyton.  A contributor  of  won- 
derful gifts  to  the  cabinet,  this 
descendant  of  the  famous  du 
Pont  family  should  rightfully  be 
best  remembered  for  his  splen- 
did gift  of  early  United  States 
gold  coins,  donated  along 
with  a fine  group  of  compara- 
ble Latin  American  issues  in 
1960. 

Jesse  Sheidlower,  from  the 
Oxford  English  Dictionary, 
inquired  about  the  term 
“proclamation  money”  as 
pertains  to  the  British  Royal 
Proclamation  of  1704, 


“according  to  which  the 
Spanish  dollar  of  17  1/2  pen- 
nyweight was  to  be  rated  at 
six  shillings  in  all  the 
colonies.”  This  explanation 
is  not  quite  as  succinct  and 
accurate  as  might  be  hoped.  This 
proclamation  in  actuality  was  an 
attempt  officially  to  monetize  official 
silver  coins  of  Spain  and  the  Spanish 
Colonies,  the  Low  Countries,  France, 
the  German  States,  and  Portugal 
which  were  in  general  circulation  in 
the  British  North  American  Colonies 
at  that  time.  It  sought  to  create  a sin- 
gle coinage  accounting  system  for  all 
the  colonies,  which  each  had  their 
own  disparate  exchange  rates.  An 
excellent  discussion  of  this  issue  may 
be  found  in  Philip  L.  Mossman’s 
Money  of  the  American  Colonies  and 
Confederation:  A Numismatic, 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SOCIETY 


47 


Economic  and  Historical 
Correlation , Numismatic  Studies  No. 
20  (New  York:  American 

Numismatic  Society,  1993). 

Proclamation  values  were  calculat- 
ed at  the  rate  of  5 shillings  2 pence 
per  troy  ounce  sterling.  By  overvalu- 
ing the  coins  (although  Spanish 
pieces  of  eight  may  have  been  tar- 
iffed at  six  shillings,  their  intrinsic 
value  would  have  been  less  than 
five),  it  may  have  been  hoped  that 
they  would  remain  in  circula- 
tion in  the  colonies 
rather  than  be  used  to 
discharge  debt. 

However,  the  rate  of 
overvaluation  was 
less  than  that 

already  prevailing  in 
some  of  the  colonies, 
and  only  Maryland  and 
Barbados  actually  complied 
with  the  proclamation. 

The  government  basi- 
cally wanted  specie  to 
flow  to  Britain  in 
accordance  with  the 
current  mercantile 
philosophy,  so  the 
motives  may  be  suspect. 

The  proclamation  became 
law  by  act  of  Parliament 
in  1707,  but  to  little 
effect.  The  overvaluation 
of  hard  money  (as 
opposed  to  the  paper  cur- 
rencies that  were  begin- 
ning to  appear)  provided 
less  expensive  payment  of  debt  and 
higher  price  levels  for  merchants,  so 
greater  levels  than  those  mandated  by 
the  Proclamation  were  popular. 
Massachusetts  openly  flouted  the 
Proclamation  from  the  outset.  The 
whole  arrangement  is  rather  complex, 
and  to  some  extent  incomprehensible 
at  the  remove  of  three  centuries.  No 
wonder  it  didn’t  work! 

Casiana  Ionita,  a Research  Assistant 
at  Harvard  University,  contacted  us 
on  behalf  of  English  Literature 
Professor  Marc  Shell,  who  is  working 
on  a project  called  “Wampum,”  about 
all  the  various  kinds  of  money  which 
circulated  in  the  Early  American  peri- 
od. They  were  seeking  good  quality 


Fig.  5.  Brazil  (under 
Portuguese  Colonial  rule), 
John  V.  AV  20,000  re/s, 
Minas  Gerais  issue,  1726. 
(ANS  1945.42.819,  Avery 
Fund  purchase,  ex  Beach 
Coll.).  38.0  mm. 


pictures  of  items  to  include.  The 
ANS'  overall  collection  of  rele- 
vant items  is  probably 
unsurpassed,  so  this  is  the 
kind  of  enterprise  with 
which  we  are  able  to 
assist  a great  deal. 

On  the  other  hand, 

Ann  Athraby 
inquired  about 
Colonial  North 
Carolina  cur- 
rency, of  which 
she  had 

obtained  a 
group,  but 
these,  alas, 
turned  out  to 
be  modern 
replicas.  Well, 
maybe  this  is  help, 
too. 

Gabrielle  Guise,  a graduate 
student  at  Yale  University  in 
the  PhD  program  in  American 
Studies  who  is  currently 
researching  a project  on 
Benjamin  West’s  painting  of 
William  Penn’s  Treaty  with 
the  Indians  (1771),  wanted  to 
consider  contemporary  Indian 
Peace  Medals  as  a possi- 
ble source  for  West’s 
binary  composition  of  his 
painting.  She  was  also 
interested  in  learning 
more  about  the 
Washington  “Season” 
Medals,  designed  by  John 
Trumbull  when  he  was  studying  with 
West  in  London.  The  Society’s  splen- 
did Indian  Peace  medal  collection  is 
routinely  the  subject  of  many  of  our 
requests. 

Dr.  Carolyn  Rose  Rebbert,  Curator 
of  Science  at  the  Bruce  Museum  of 
Arts  and  Science  in  Greenwich, 
Connecticut,  contacted  us  concerning 
a planned  exhibition,  “Ben  Franklin’s 
Curious  Mind,”  to  be  featured  at  the 
Bruce  Museum  from  January  28, 
2006  to  April  23,  2006,  to  celebrate 
the  tercentennial  of  Franklin’s  birth 
and  his  achievements  as  scientist, 
inventor,  printer,  and  statesman. 
Naturally,  Franklin’s  numismatic 
legacy  can  find  a major  place  in  such 


Fig.  6.  France.  Terracotta  medallion  of 
Benjamin  Franklin,  1777,  by  Jean - 
Baptiste  Nini,  with  knotted  string  loop 
hanger;  back  marked  "G.  C. 
Verplanck/  [?]  Historical  So."  Betts 
548.  (ANS  0000.999.53932).  114 
mm. 

a theme,  so  she  was  interested  in  our 
18th  century  paper  currency  and 
other  items  relating  to  him  in  our  col- 
lection. While  our  collection  of  paper 
money  actually  printed  by  Franklin  is 
relatively  weak,  particularly  in  terms 
of  the  condition  of  most  of  the  few 
specimens  we  have,  there  are  some 
nice  surprises  in  this  area.  The  ANS 
holds  two  of  the  1776  Continental 
dollars — both  presently  on  view  in 
the  Federal  Reserve  Bank  of  New 
York.  We  also  have  a nice  grouping 
of  the  “Fugio”  coppers,  which  also 
utilized  his  sun  and  sundial/rings 
designs.  Happily,  we  also  have  exam- 
ples of  a number  of  the  medallic 
works  that  have  featured  Franklin  or 
which  have  other  connections  to  him. 

While  surveying  the  Early 
American  pieces  in  the  cabinet  last 
year,  in  preparation  for  the  Coinage 
of  the  Americas  Conference,  1 had 
come  across  two  uncatalogued  exam- 
ples of  the  handsome  terracotta  1777 
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portraits  of  Franklin  by  Jean-Baptiste 
Nini.  Not  only  are  these  among  the 
most  important  specimens  of 
Frankliniana  and  a nice  addition  to 
the  catalog  of  “Betts”  (Early 
American)  medals  I was  preparing, 
but  they  are  at  the  core  of  another  of 
the  talks  presented  and  the  confer- 
ence, a study  of  Nini’s  works  by 
Richard  Margolis,  which  we  look  for- 
ward to  publishing  before  long. 
These  are  just  two  more  instances  of 
the  treasures  that  have  been  awaiting 
attention;  I was  glad  to  have  been 
able  to  catalog  them  and  thus  make 
this  information  available  to  the  out- 
side world. 

The  Saint-Gaudens  Legacy 

Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  is  one  of 
the  very  few  medallic  sculptors 
whose  name  has  entered  the 
national  vernacular  in  the  field 
of  art.  While  it  may  be  his 
achievements  in  monumental 
sculpture  that  have  most  cap- 
tured the  imagination  of  the 
public,  few  would  deny  the  claim 
that  his  designs  for  United  States 
gold  coinage,  and  for  some  of  his 
medals,  are  basically  unsur- 
passed. I mentioned  in  the  last 
issue  of  the  ANS  Magazine , in 
this  column,  the  lovely  travel- 
ing exhibit  of  the  master’s 
work  that  is  presently  touring 
the  country  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Trust  for  Museum 
Exhibitions,  presenting  a 
choice  selection  of  his  cre- 
ations from  the  collection  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Society. 

Other  specimens  may  be  seen 
on  display  in  our  “Drachms, 
Doubloons  and  Dollars”  exhib- 
it at  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank 
of  New  York.  Awareness  and 
appreciation  of  Saint-Gaudens 
only  grow  as  we  approach  the  centen- 
nial of  his  death  in  2007. 

Roger  Burdette  wrote,  “I  am  cur- 
rently researching  the  Saint-Gaudens 
United  States  $20  gold  designs  of 
1907  and  note  that  the  ANS  has  item 
#1907.469.1,  described  as  “high 
relief,  plain  edge”  in  its  collection.” 
He  was  curious  about  the  actual  relief 


on  this  piece  and  others,  notably  the 
lettered  edge  high  relief  specimens 
and  the  ANS’  extremely  high  relief 
example,  currently  on  view  in  our 
exhibition  “Drachms,  Doubloons  and 
Dollars,”  because  in  March,  1907,  the 
Philadelphia  mint  struck  eight  exper- 
imental pieces  from  the  sculptor’s 
second  set  of  models  (very  high 
relief)  on  which  the  relief  was  nearly 
as  high  as  on  the  well-known  first  set 
of  models.  (These  second  models 
were  later  used  with  additional  reduc- 
tion in  design  height  for  the  high 
relief  pieces  issued  for  circulation.) 

I examined  the  pieces  in  the  collec- 
tion on  his  behalf  (although  I could 
not  at  this  time  gain  access  to  the 
Ultra  High  relief  piece,  which  is 
sealed  into  a high-security 
case).  I found  that  there  are 
some  incorrect  descrip- 
tions  in  our  data  base 
rti  catalog.  For  one  thing, 
ANS  1907.469.1  does 
not  have  a “plain 
edge;”  rather,  it  has  the 
normal  lettered  edge  and  a 
so-called  “flat  rim”  (as  sup- 
posedly in  contrast  to  the 
knife”  rim,  although  it 
clearly  shows  traces  of 
the  “wire”  or  “knife” 
rim;  I think  this  is  what 
the  original  description 
had  been  intended  to 
mean).  Appraisers  have 
called  it  a “proof,”  but  it 
is  not  readily  distin- 
guishable in  particular 
details  from  the  ordi- 
nary high-relief  strik- 
ings.  We  have  another 
example  identical  to  this 
one,  ANS  1964.136.1, 
which  is  also  called  a 
proof.  It  too  is  described 
as  a “flat  rim”  piece 
although  it  shows  the  “knife  edge" — 
particularly  on  the  reverse;  its  rims 
are  very  sharp,  but  details  do  not 
seem  different  from  the  other  High- 
relief  examples. 

Burdette  commented,  concerning 
the  fin  rim  (aka  “knife”  rim)  vs.  flat 
rim,  that  the  fin  is  present  on  nearly 
all  high  relief  specimens  made  before 


Fig.  7.  United  States. 
AV  $20,  Philadelphia 
mint,  1 907;  original 
high  relief  Roman  date 
design  by  Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens,  com- 
pleted by  Henry 
Hering.  (ANS 
1907.469.1,  gift  of  J. 
Sanford  Saltus).  34.2 
mm. 


December  16,  1907.  Specimens  made 
after  approximately  December  16 
show  little  or  no  fin  and  usually  have 
better  detail  in  the  stars  and  less  ten- 
dency to  have  “ghost”  outlines 
caused  by  the  three  strikes  necessary 
to  bring  up  the  design.  Mint  Director 
Leach  had  complained  to  Charles 
Barber  and  John  Landis  about  the  fin. 
and  both  poor  appearance  and  poten- 
tial for  the  coins  being  under  weight. 
Leach  came  up  with  a solution  based 
on  experiments  he  did  while 
Superintendent  at  San  Francisco.  The 
problem  was  solved  by  changing  the 
milling  angle  and  diameter  of  the 
planchets. 

Re:  “Proof’  HR  specimens.  This 
seems  to  have  been  “interpolated” 
from  Walter  Breen’s  descriptions  of 
differences  in  edge  lettering  shape 
(not  the  font  or  layout).  The  differ- 
ences could  have  also  been  caused  by 
the  two  different  mechanical  edge 
collars  that  were  tried  on  some  of  the 
HR  specimens.  All  the  coins  were 
struck  the  same  way:  three  blows  of  a 
150-ton  medal  press;  annealed 
between  blows;  no  post-striking 
alterations  such  as  sandblasting.  This 
was  the  same  for  the  EHR  experi- 
mental pieces,  except  they  took  seven 
blows  to  finish. 

United  States  Miscellany 

Over  the  past  couple  of  years,  our 
move  to  the  new  facilities  prevented 
my  own  desire  to  work  on  a study  of 
the  Colorado  coiner  Joseph  Lesher, 
with  material  initially  collected  by 
Robert  Kincaid.  But  luckily,  since  the 
move,  we  have  found  and  now  cata- 
logued into  the  collection  the  original 
Lesher  dies,  which  had  been  donated 
to  the  Society  by  Farran  Zerbe  in 
1941.  ANS  Fellow  Robert  J.  Leonard 
came  to  us  regarding  a proposed 
book  he  is  working  on  about  Lesher, 
was  enthused  by  this  development, 
and  ordered  photographs.  Looking  at 
these  pieces  for  Leonard.  I observed 
that  the  octagonal  collar,  which  had 
been  used  to  shape  the  unusual 
Lesher  “referendum  dollars,”  had 
been  clashed  by  one  of  the  misplaced 
matching  dies,  thus  clinching  their 
relationship,  as  it  were.  The  Lesher 
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Fig.  8a.  United  States: 
Victor  (Denver)  Colorado. 
Joseph  Lesher 
"Referendum"  souvenir 
medal,  1 900,  steel  die. 
(ANS  1941.173.2,  gift  of 
Farran  Zerbe).  35  mm. 


‘"dollars”  were  minted  in 
Denver  by  the  Colorado 
Badge  Company,  which 
was  still  operating  in  recent 
years.  In  Fact,  we  were  able 
to  obtain  many  of  its  tools 
for  the  Museum  of  the 
American  Numismatic 
Association  while  I was 
Curator  there,  before  com- 
ing to  the  ANS  in  2001. 

In  this  column  in  the 
Spring  2005  issue  of  the 
ANS  Magazine,  Richard 
Crosby  noticed  that  Jim 
Sweeney  is  in  the  process  of 
cataloging  American  calendar 
medals,  especially  issues  of 
Anderson  & Sons,  and 
sought  to  contact  him  on 
account  of  his  own  small 
collection  of  these.  Manuel 
Chacon  Hidalgo  and  David 
Hirsch  both  had  inquiries 
about  George  Washington 
medals  of  what  would 
appear  to  be  unidentified 
types.  Leah  Hochberger,  of 
the  University  of  Delaware, 
asked  about  informational 
websites  for  data  on  recent 
U.S.  coins.  Donald 
Kasprzak  was  interested  in 
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Fig.  8b.  United  States: 
Victor  (Denver)  Colorado. 
Joseph  Lesher 
"Referendum"  souvenir 
medal,  1 900,  steel  die. 
(ANS  1941.173.1,  gift  of 
Farran  Zerbe).  35  mm. 


the  dies  cut  by  Emil  Fuchs  for  the 
Hudson-Fulton  Celebration  medals, 
which  were  produced  by  the  ANS — 
particularly  those  employed  for  the 
striking  of  the  gold  medals  (it  is  fas- 
cinating to  observe  how  frequently 
we  receive  inquiries  regarding  this 
issue). 

Steve  Grabski  visited  the  coin  room 
to  study  American  large  cents  in  the 
cabinet,  specifically 
issues  of  1794  and 
proofs  as  well  as  a 
few  other  pieces  of 
particular  interest. 
Betsy  Melvin,  grand- 
daughter of  famed 
numismatist  George 
F.  Blake,  stopped  by 
for  a visit 


Fig.  9.  United  States. 
Ferrotype  photographic 
image  of  George  H. 
Blake,  c.  1885.  (ANS 
2005.25.2,  gift  of  Betsy 
Melvin).  23  x 38  mm. 


to  the  new 
ANS 
facilities 
and  donat- 


ed to  us  a 19th  century 
ferrotype  image  of  him 
for  our  archival  collec- 
tions. She  also  had  a 
few  other  items  once 
owned  by  Blake 
(who  was  best- 
known  for  his 
splendid  paper 
money  collec- 
tions), with  which 
we  were  able  to 
assist  through  con- 
sultation. Dr. 

Satyakam  Sengupta 
wanted  help  with  an 
American  1904  $20  gold  piece. 
Alex  Zaddach  reported  a coin 
with  which  he  asked  for 
assistance  to  determine  the 
mint  mark,  which  appears 
to  be  the  “S”  mintmark  of 
San  Francisco  as  found 
on  a dime  of  1943. 

Since  the  announce- 
ment of  the  dis- 
covery of  an  error 
variety  of  the 
Wisconsin  State 
quarter  dollar,  there 
has  been  a renewed 
barrage  of  questions 
about  the  quarters  and 
error  coins  in  general.  Indeed,  the 
subject  of  mint  errors  elicits  frequent 
inquiries  without  help  from  sensa- 
tional reports  of  new  discoveries. 
This  atmosphere  should  contribute  to 
the  popularity  of  the  new  exhibit 
“Oops!”  in  the  Museum  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association, 
our  sister  organization,  where  there  is 
a handsome  collection  of  United 
States  error  coins. 

World  Coins  Queries 

Venezuelan  dealer  Antonio 
Alessandrini  visited  the  coin  room  as 
part  of  his  on-going  research  on  the 
great  17th  century  silver  pieces — the 
rare  cinquentines  or  50 -reales  coins 
of  the  Segovia  mint — struck  by 
Philip  III  (1598-1622)  and  Philip  IV 
(1622-1665).  Most  of  these  impres- 
sive pieces  in  the  ANS  cabinet  are 
from  the  collection  of  the  Hispanic 
Society  of  America,  formed  by 


Fig.  10.  Spain,  Philip  III.  AR  50  reales 
( cinquentin ),  Segovia  mint,  1613  AR. 
(ANS  1 001 .1 .271  1 8,  collection  of  the 
Hispanic  Society  of  America).  74.7 
mm. 

Archer  M.  Huntington.  Our  1613 
example  was  once  thought  (by 
Huntington?)  to  be  a forgery,  but  this 
great  rarity  has  been  studied  by 
authorities  Adolfo  Cayon  and  Mike 
Dunigan,  who  believe  it  to  be  quite 
genuine.  The  Standard  Catalog  of 
World  Coins  reports  two  known  spec- 
imens in  existence,  but  Cayon  has 
recorded  four,  including  ours. 

ANS  Life  Fellow  Ken  Bressett  was 
enthused  in  reading  our  recently- 
released  book  Cobs,  Pieces  of  Eight 
and  Treasure  Coins,  by  Sewall 
Menzel.  A quick  glance  through  the 
book  brought  to  mind  a curious  piece 
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in  his  own  collection  that  had  yet  to 
be  tracked  down.  After  studying  the 
listings  a bit  more,  he  became  con- 
vinced that  the  coin  was  not  included 
in  Menzel’s  work.  It  is  a 1652  8- 
reales  piece  of  Potosf,  similar  to  the 
Type  VII  reverse,  with  B obverse  (as 
discussed  on  page  311).  But  the 
Bressett  coin  has  the  letters  HP  and  a 
dot  in  place  of  the  normal  value 
numeral.  It  would  be  part  of  the  1652 
Transitional  series  lacking  the  value 
(8)  shown  anywhere  on  it.  Ken 
reported  that  “The  coin  is  well  struck 
and  in  high-grade  condition,  so  the 
value  is  not  simply  obscured;  it  never 
was  in  the  die.” 

Guillermo  Castellanos  had  a ques- 
tion about  another  Potosf  cob  8- 
reales  piece,  purportedly  a round 
“royal”  issue  of  1697.  As  treasure 
salvers  continue  to  recover  evocative 
coins  from  the  wrecks  of  sunken 
ships,  their  familiarity  and  popularity 
seem  to  increase.  In  this  case,  howev- 
er, the  coin  would  seem  not  to  be  a 
memento  from  the  sea,  from  the  glory 
days  of  the  Spanish  Main,  but  a mod- 
ern forger’s  contrivance 


Continuing  his  research  on  early 
Venezuelan  mintages  during  a recent 
visit  to  the  coin  room,  Luis  R.  Ponte 
Puigbo  had  a chance  to  see  some 
items  that  had  not  been  available  for 
viewing  previously  when  he  had  vis- 
ited the  coin  room  at  our  old 
location.  During  the 
course  of  our  move  last 
year,  and  our  subsequent 
efforts  to  improve  the 
arrangement  and  storage 
of  the  collections  now  that 
we  have  much-improved 
vault  conditions,  I had 
encountered  some  addi- 
tional coins  of  the  revo- 
lutionary period  which 
had  been  con- 


Fig. 11. 
Venezuela: 
Caracas 
Revolutionary 
series  (ca.  1812- 
1817).  AR  2 
reales,  Santa 
Marta(?)  mint, 
"931."  (ANS 
1 91 6.1 47.6,  pur- 
chase). 24.1  mm. 


signed  to  a tray  of 
Latin  American 
“counterfeits.” 
One  of  these,  a 2 
reales  with  the 
pseudo  date  of 
931,  is  a variety 
unrecorded  in  the 
Standard  Catalog 


of  World  Coins.  Technically,  all  of  the 
earliest  Venezuelan  silver  may  be 
considered  as  counterfeits  of  a sort, 
since  they  copied  the  basic  design 
elements  of  the  old  Potosf  and  Lima 
“cob”  coins  minted  from  1652  to 
1772,  and  are  rather  cryptic  and 
abbreviated  in  their  markings.  But 
modern  research  by  Tomas  Stohr  and 
others  has  elucidated  their  production 
and  revealed  their  status  as  important 
coins  on  the  world  economic  scene  in 
the  first  decades  of  the  19th  century. 

Canadian  “Blacksmith  tokens” 
were  the  focus  for  a recent  visit  by 
Early  American  collector  John 
Lorenzo.  These  interesting  pieces, 
which  are  essentially  contemporary 
counterfeits  of  British  halfpenny 
pieces — made  very  crudely  so  as  to 
“fly  under  the  radar”  of  the  public 
(and  the  authorities!)  of  the  time — 
are  important  as  some  of  the  oldest 
locally  produced  and  circulating 
money  of  our  neighbor  to  the  north, 
no  doubt  also  playing  a similar  role  in 
this  country  as  well.  Having  a look  at 
Caribbean  cut  and  countermarked 
pieces  too,  Lorenzo  was  pleased  to  be 
able  to  see  a previously  unreported 
(so  far  as  we  know)  example  of  a 
New  Jersey  State  copper  counter- 
marked  by  what  was 
supposed  to  be  an 
indication  of  ^ 
authorization  in  i 
Barbados.  (He  | 
took  advantage 
of  his  visit  to 
reexamine  the  New 
Jersey  coppers 
general.) 

Lorenzo  was 
also  able  to 
examine  the 
fine  new  dona- 
tion of  17th,  18th, 
and  early 

19th  century 
lead  bale 

seals — most- 
ly salvaged 
and  prove- 
nanced  from 
20th  century 
construction 
projects  in 


Fig.  1 2.  "Barbados" 
(New  Jersey  State 
issue).  AE  "copper," 
1 787,  Walter  Mould's 
Morristown  Mint, 
crudely  countermarked 
l:B  within  a heart 
shape  on  both  sides. 
Maris  6-D.  (ANS 
0000.999.55204). 
30.2  mm. 


New  York  City — donated  by  astute 
local  historian  and  amateur  archaeol- 
ogist William  Asadorian.  I am 
presently  sorting,  identifying,  and 
cataloguing  his  group  of  about  230 
items,  including  pieces  collected 
from  the  Philadelphia  waterfront  area 
and  from  the  site  of  Fort 
Ticonderoga.  On  first  examination,  I 
note  that  the  attributable  seals  appear 
to  be  largely  of  British,  Dutch,  and 
German  origin,  with  a few  from 
France,  Russia,  and  elsewhere.  The 
ANS  collection  formerly  included 
very  few  such  seals  at  all,  and  these 
seem  to  have  mostly  come  from 
England. 

Professor  Clare  Hills-Nova,  of  the 
Institute  of  Fine  Arts  at  New  York 
University,  inquired  regarding  an 
image  of  an  1 848  Milanese  5 lire  of 
the  Provisional  Government  (of 
Lombardy  and  Venetia),  a coin  pur- 
portedly depicting  revolutionary 
Giuseppe  Mazzini.  Her  research 
showed  that  the  peculiar  piece  in 
question  actually  had  a painted 
image — no  1848  coin  is  known  to 
have  been  minted  with  Mazzini’s 
portrait.  In  actuality,  coins  of  the 
Revolutionary  Provisional 

Government  struck  in  Milan  in  1848 
are  available  and  quite  collectable, 
although  their  mintage  figures  are 
seemingly  unknown.  They  are  in  5 
(silver,  in  at  least  three  varieties),  20 
(gold)  and  40  lire  (also  gold)  denom- 
inations— all  minted  without  refer- 
ence to  Mazzini,  however. 

Slav  Shaparov  was  interested  in 
finding  out  more  regarding  an  1819 
British  half-crown  with  a counter- 
mark  he  could  not  place — probably  a 
19th  century  merchant  or  banker's 
private  mark  to  validate  the  quality  of 
the  coin.  The  mark  somewhat  resem- 
bled the  “sun”  shown  on  some  Thai 
coins  of  that  era. 

Musings  on  Medals 

The  Society  is  fortunate  to  have  at 
least  five  medals  from  the  major  ret- 
rospective exhibition  on  the  great 
Italian  Renaissance  artist 
Michelangelo  Buonarroti,  held  in 
Florence  in  1875.  Dr.  Clara  Hills- 
Nova  posed  a question  concerning 
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the  medals  of  this  celebration.  One 
can  check  for  information  about  them 
(just  as  1 did)  via  our  web  site  at 
www.numismatics.org.  Their  acces- 
sion nos.  are:  ANS  1940.100.1154, 


1940.100.1155,  1940.100.1156, 

1940.100.1149  and  1940.100.1168. 
Medals  relating  to  Michelangelo 
have  been  well  published  by  our 
donor,  Robert  J.  Eidlitz,  in  his  work 


Medals  and  Medallions  Relating  to 
Architects,  Compiled  and  Edited  and 
Reproduced  in  Great  Part  from  the 
Collection  of  Robert  James  Eidlitz. 
Certainly  Michelangelo  has  been  an 
inspiration  and  the  subject  of  quite  a 
few  medals  over  the  centuries;  the 
ANS  cabinet  offers  a fine  perspective 
on  other  sculptors’  conceptualiza- 
tions of  him. 

Thomas  J.  Leib,  A1A,  a Senior 
Associate  with  the  architectural  and 
planning  firm  of  Arrowstreet  Inc.,  has 
been  conducting  research  on 
American  Institute  of  Architects 
(AIA)  Medals,  Architectural  Award 
Medals,  Architectural  School  Medals 
and  Architectural  Society  Medals, 
both  American  and  French.  Having 
completed  cataloging  the  Medals  in 
the  AIA  Archives,  in  Washington,  and 
visited  the  Paris  Mint,  and  the 
Departement  des  Monnaies, 


Fig.  13.  Italy:  Florence.  AE  commemorative  medal  of  Michelangelo  Buonarroti,  by  N. 
Farnesi,  1 875.  Eidlitz  1 90.  (ANS  1 940. 1 00. 1 1 54,  bequest  of  R.  J.  Eidlitz  and  gift  of 
Mrs.  R.  J.  Eidlitz).  54  mm. 


Fig.  1 4.  United 
States:  New  York. 
Architectural  League 
of  New  York,  AE 
award  medallion, 

1 896,  by  Daniel 
Chester  French. 
(ANS 

0000.999.48535). 

1 37  mm. 
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Medailles  et  Antiques  at  the 
Bibliotheque  Nationale,  in  France,  he 
was  ready  to  begin  addressing  the 
foremost  collection  of  such  material, 
here  at  the  Society.  Little  has  been 
written  about  the  types  of  medals  he 
is  researching,  so  his  research 
requires  original  investigation  at  pri- 
mary sources  and  collections.  The 
ANS  is  most  fortunate  to  have  the 
magnificent  Robert  J.  Eidlitz  collec- 
tion of  medals  relating  to  architects 
and  architecture  as  well  as  many 
other  relevant  pieces,  including 
examples  in  some  cases  actually 
donated  by  the  artists  who  created 
them.  One  particular  rarity  in  the  cab- 
inet is  a marvelous  cast  piece  by 
Daniel  Chester  French,  executed  as  a 
presidential  prize  for  the 
Architectural  League  of  New  York. 
In  “The  Medals  of  Daniel  Chester 
French”  (in  Coinage  of  the  Americas 


Conference  Proceedings  No.  4:  The 
Medal  in  America,  Alan  M.  Stahl, 
ed.,  New  York:  American 

Numismatic  Society,  1988,  pp.  135- 
156),  the  author,  Michael  Richman, 
erroneously  reported  that  this  medal 
was  not  known  to  exist.  Leib  has 
since  located  one  additional  example. 
The  image  of  “Art”  as  a winged  vic- 
tory on  this  piece  foreshadowed 
French’s  modeling  of  a commemora- 
tive plaque  for  Spanish  American 
War  hero  Admiral  George  Dewey’s 
flagship  Olympia,  depicting  a simi- 
larly posed  and  draped  classical  fig- 
ure. 

Kenneth  N.  Traub  contacted  us  in 
connection  with  his  research  on  the 
Queen  Victoria  Canadian  Indian 
Treaty  Medal.  Specifically,  he  was 
ascertaining  “the  rarity  of  this  medal 
struck  in  copper,  possibly  for  collec- 
tors, as  was  the  practice  with  United 


States  Indian  Peace  medals  and  other 
United  States  Mint  medals  of  the 
19th  century.”  This  of  course  led  him 
to  seek  information  as  to  whether 
examples  might  reside  in  the  ANS 
collection,  and  if  so,  of  what  might 
they  be  made — silver  or  copper  (typ- 
ically bronzed  to  a chocolate  or 
mahogany  patina).  These  medals  are 
the  series  listed  in  British  Historical 
Medals,  1837-1901,  by  Laurence 
Brown;  1987  (London:  Seaby’s, 
1987)  as  number  BHM  2961,  the 
“American  and  Canadian  Chiefs’ 
Medal.”  They  measure  76  mm  in 
diameter  and  are  dated  1 87_  (with  the 
last  digit  punched  into  the  silver  pre- 
sentation medals,  as  was  the  treaty 
number);  they  were  used  for  Indian 
Treaties  3 through  8,  between  1873 
and  1 899.  Brown  noted  that  examples 
of  this  medal  reside  in  the  collections 
of  the  Ashmolean  Museum,  Oxford; 
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the  Museum  of  London;  and  in  the 
Royal  Collection,  at  Windsor  Castle. 
The  ANS  cabinet  is  fortunate  to  be 
graced  by  several  silver  examples  of 
this  attractive  medal — ones  actually 
awarded  to  Indians.  They  feature  on 
the  reverse  a British  officer 
and  an  Indian  chieftain 
clasping  hands,  with  a tipi 


catalog  of  medallic  works  relating  to 
ophthalmology  and  related  refer- 
ences, his  field  of  professional  prac- 
tice. 

An  Enticing  Treasury 

I don't  believe  ANS  members  really 
need  to  be  told  how  important  their 
Museum’s  collection  is.  Any  consid- 


ed  donors  in  the  past,  the  collections 
might  be  more  like  those  of  so  many 
other  institutions  today,  ones  which 
dabble  with  numismatic  holdings, 
most  of  them  not  even  having  a staff 
member  who  knows  or  cares  particu- 
larly about  these  remarkable 
bits  of  cultural  heritage. 
Oddly,  we  often  learn  of 


Fig.  15.  Canada  (Great  Britain),  Victoria.  AR  Indian  treaty  medal,  by  J.  S.  and  A.  B.  Wyon,  Royal  mint:  Treaty  No.  3,  1873.  (ANS 

1923.185.1,  purchase).  76.0  mm  (excluding  loop  and  hanger  attachment). 


village  and  sun  on  the  horizon  in  the 
background. 

The  great  19th  century  American 
medalist  Charles  Cushing  Wright  was 
the  reason  for  a visit  by  Holly  Clark, 
who  is  a descendent  of  the  master  and 
who  wanted  to  get  a perspective  on 
some  of  his  works.  The  Society  is 
fortunate  to  have  a fine  assortment  of 
Wright’s  medals  in  the  cabinet,  per- 
haps the  best  in  the  existence. 
Medallic  works  of  the  ingenious  20th 
century  American  sculptor  Marcel 
Jovine  were  the  subject  of  a visit 
from  Charles  and  Patricia  Westwater, 
who  had  known  Jovine  as  friends  and 
neighbors.  One  of  this  artist’s  great 
works,  of  course,  is  the  1983  piece 
celebrating  the  ANS’  125th  anniver- 
sary, commissioned  under  the  presi- 
dency of  Harry  W.  Bass.  In  an  inter- 
esting subject-area  specialization.  Dr. 
Jay  Galst  has  been  working  with  us  to 
prepare  for  eventual  publication  a 


: eration  of  the  extent  of  it,  and  the 
: grand  uses  to  which  it  is  put  will 
: clearly  highlight  what  a wonderful 
: treasure  it  is.  But  it  is  all  too  easy  not 
: to  think  about  its  many  needs  and 
j shortcomings.  A lack  of  available 
: funding  makes  the  process  of  getting 
: the  items  fully  catalogued — not  to 
: mention  photographed — for  our  digi- 
j tal  data  base  very  slow.  And  beyond 
: the  processing  bottleneck,  there  are 
| many  important  single  items,  and 
j even  entire  ranges  of  numismatic 
j materials,  which  are  represented 
j poorly  if  at  all  in  the  cabinet.  Prices 
: of  desirable  items  are  now  so  high 

• that  in  many  cases  the  Society  can  no 
j longer  plan  to  make  judicious  pur- 

• chases  when  opportunity  permits,  as 

• was  once  very  commonplace.  Yes, 
j the  Society  can  use  a lot  of  help. 

Were  it  not  for  the  extraordinary 
| generosity,  intelligence,  and  foresight 
| of  a relatively  small  group  of  dedicat- 
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small  museums,  governmental  enti- 
ties, and  universities  being  given  sig- 
nificant numismatic  collections,  and 
considerable  amounts  of  revenue — 
and  these  are  institutions  where  the 
numismatic  items,  as  history  has 
shown,  are  very  likely  to  be  either 
buried  from  view  by  the  collecting 
fraternity  or  simply  sold  off.  The 
ANS  offers  the  opposite  of  this  situa- 
tion. Here,  the  collections  are  kept, 
studied,  and  catalogued  for  the  bene- 
fit of  all  who  are  interested — routine- 
ly made  available  for  research  or 
even  just  to  answer  questions  for  the 
curious  mind  or  to  delight  the  behold- 
er! We  invite  you  to  join  donors  and 
scholars  of  the  past,  and  participate  in 
and  support  the  ANS’  many  curatori- 
al cabinet  activities  where  you  can 
really  make  a difference.  HIM, ’.I 
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New  Acquisitions 


During  the  spring,  the  cura- 
torial departments 
received  several  notable 
gifts.  A remarkable  dona- 
tion came  to  the  Greek 
department  from  ANS  member,  Mr. 
Dmitry  Markov.  This  rare  coin  of  the 
Scythian  king  Ailis  (late  2nd-early 
1st  century  BC),  depicting  laureated 
jugate  busts  of  the  Dioscuri  on  the 
obverse,  and  two  horse  heads  on  the 
reverse,  is  an  issue  of  one  of  the  six 
Scythian  kings  of  the  Scythia  Minor 
Kingdom,  in 
Dobrudja, 
known  from 
numismatic  and 
epigraphic  evi- 
dence. The  coin 
also  bears  two 
interesting  coun- 
termarks: a thun- 
derbolt and 
Hermes  wearing 
a petasos.  The 
coins  of  these 
Fig.  1 . Scythia  rulers  are  rare; 
Minor.  King  Ailis,  even  major  pub- 
AE  coin  ANS  ..  , 

2005.27.1,  gift  of  llc  museum  col- 

Dmitry  Markov)  25  lections  posses 
mm.  only  few  exam- 

ples. Most  of  the 
Scythian  dynastic  coins  have  been 
found  between  Callatis  and  Odessos, 
near  Tomis,  in  the  littoral  zone  of  the 
Dobrudja  and  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
lower  Danube.  Interestingly,  these 
issues  are  similar  to  the  types  of  the 
autonomous  coinage  of  the  west 
coast  Greek  cities  of  the  Black  Sea 
region,  and  even  bear  identical  mag- 
istrates’ names.  It  seems  that  the 
Scythian  kings  received  the  right  to 
strike  their  coins  at  civic  mints,  and 
the  cities  counted  upon  the  support 


and 
tion 
S c y 


against 


protec 
of  the 
t h s 
the 

numerous 
assaults  of 
barbarian 
tribes.  This  new 
Scythian  coin 
specimen  is  a 
significant 
addition  to 
our  Black 
Sea  region 
coin  collec 
tion. 

The  Roman 
department 
acquired  a new 
example  of  a 
counterfeit  from 
Dr.  William  M. 
O’Keefe:  a silver 
siliqua  of  the 
Roman  Empress 


Fig.  2.  United 
States.  New  York 
Numismatic  Club. 
AR  Presidential 
medal,  David 
Simpson  (2002- 
2004),  by  Eugene 
Daub  (ANS 
2005.34. 1 , gift  of 
Euphemia  (c.  AD  David  Feinstein) 
467).  28  mm. 

ANS  member 

Mr.  David  Feinstein  kindly  provided 
silver  and  bronze  examples  of  the  lat- 
est New  York  Numismatic  Club 
Presidential  medals  of  David 
Simpson,  the  42nd  President  of  the 
Club  (2002-2004)  and  also  a current 
ANS  Trustee.  Designed  by  the 
medallic  sculptor  Eugene  Daub,  this 
issue,  like  other  Presidential  medals 
minted  in  honor  of  each  successive 
club  president  upon  the  end  of  his 
term,  is  an  important  addition  to  our 
collection  of  the  NYNC’s  medals. 

A generous  donation  of  232  exam- 
ples of  English,  Dutch,  German, 
French,  Portuguese,  Russian,  and 
American  lead  bale  seals,  mostly 


excavated  in 
Manhattan  during 
large-scale  con- 
struction works, 
came  from  local 
historian  William 
Asadorian. 

An  exceptional 
set  of  three  pla- 
quettes  designed 
by  Georges  Pierre 
Louis  Beguet  was 
acquired  by  pur- 
chase. This  rare 


bronze  triptych 
commemorating 
the  centenary  of 
the  French  protec- 
torate of  Algeria  is 
an  important  arti- 
fact of  twentieth- 
century  colonial- 
ism and  of  French 
medallic  art 

between  the  World 
Wars. 

Our  collection  of 
US  tokens  has  had 


some  unusual 
additions:  two 

examples  of  one- 
dollar  gambling 
tokens  from  the 
Paris  Hotel  Casino 
in  Las  Vegas, 
Nevada,  from 


Fig.  3.  France.  The 
centenary  of  Algeria 
in  1 930.  Set  of  3 
plaquettes,  AE,  by 
Georges  Pierre  Louis 
Beguet  (ANS 
2005.29.1-3,  pur- 
chase) 38  x 57  mm, 

56  x 1 1 6mm,  36  x 

57  mm. 
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octagonal 
mess-token 
Lowry  Air 


Gills; 

military 
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Force 
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Base,  Colorado, 
donated  by  Roger 
deWardt  Lane;  and  a 
satirical  token  from 
executive  director  Dr. 

Kagan,  refer 
to  a very  well 
known  personage  of 
recent  American  pol- 
itics. 

Dr.  Ira  Rezak, 

ANS  member  and 
generous  benefactor 
of  our  medals  collec- 
tion, contributed  a 
medal  commemorating  350 


BALLY'S 


NU> 


<6 


Fig.  4.  United 
States.  Las 
Vegas, 
Nevada.  $1 
Gambling 
Token, 
Plastic 
(ANS 

2005.32.1, 
gift  of  Robert 
H. Gills)  39  mm. 


years  of  Jewish 
Life  in  America 
(1654-2004).  In 
1654  a small 
group  of  Jews 
from  Recife, 
Brazil,  fleeing 
persecution  and 
seeking  refuge, 
arrived  in  New 
Amsterdam 
(New  York).  Initially  denied  per- 
mission to  stay  by  the  colony’s 
Governor  Peter  Stuyvesant,  the 
Jews  appealed  to  the  Dutch 
authorities,  who  reversed 
Stuyvesant’s  order,  allowing 
them  to  remain.  Dr.  Rezak  and 
Mel  Wacks  decided  to  commemo- 
rate this  event  and  organized  a com- 
petition for  the  best-designed  medal, 
which  Dana  Krinsky  won.  Her  medal 
shows  this  journey  of  liberation, 
along  with  stars  and  horizontal 
stripes  which  refer  to  the  American 
flag;  it  also  features  the  famous 
"y  statement  of  George  Washington: 
“A  Government  which  to  bigotry 
gives  no  sanction,  to  persecu- 
tion no  assistance.”  This  medal 
is  a very  small  reflection  of  the 
history  of  the  Jews  in  America, 
but  in  a real  sense  is  the  story  of 
America  itself. 

Some  of  our  donors  continue  to 
look  for  gaps  to  fill  in  our  collection. 

Among  them  is 


g.  5.  United  States, 
years  of  Jewish  Life 
in  America  (1654-2004), 
AE  commemorative  medal, 
by  Dana  Krinsky  (ANS 
2005.36. 1 , gift  of  Dr. 
Ira  M.  Rezak)  77 
mm. 


long-time 
Roger 


our 

member 

deWardt  Lane, 
who  donated 
unusual  items  to 
the  ANS  paper 
money  collec- 
tion: a part  of  two  bricks  of 
Atlanta  Series  1977  first 
notes  (package  #12810 
beginning  serial  # 

F5 1236001  A;  and 
package  #12825 
beginning  serial 
#F5 12296001  A) 
and  plywood  front 
blocks  with  labels 
showing  the  same  serial 
numbers.  Mr.  DeWardt  Lane 
also  donated  a group  of  mis 


Fig.  6.  France.  Andre  Campra,  AE 
portrait  medal  by  S.  Cure,  1 730  (ANS 
2005.30. 1 6,  gift  of  Roger  deWardt 
Lane)  53  mm. 


Fig.  7. 

Argentina. 

General 
Bartolome 
Mitre.  President 
of  Argentina 
(1863-1868), 
AR  commemo- 
rative medal, 
by  Bellagamba 
Y Rossi  (ANS 
2005.30.15, 
gift  of  Roger 
deWardt  Lane) 
56  mm. 
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cellaneous  medals.  Among  these  13 
pieces  is  a French  bronze  medal 
designed  by  S.  Cure  devoted  to  Andre 
Campa  ( 1 660- 1 744),  maitre  de  music 
of  Notre  Dame,  a successful  compos- 
er who  enjoyed  the  royal  protection 
of  the  Regent  Philippe  d'Orleans. 
Another  is  an  Argentinean  silver 
medal  struck  in  commemoration  of 
the  80th  anniversary  of  General 
Bartolome  Mitre,  President  of 
Argentina  in  1863-1868,  who  created 
the  national  administrative  structure, 
supported  construction  of  the  nation- 
al railroad  and  encouraged  immigra- 
tion. Another  Latin  American  medal 
from  this  group  is  dedicated  to  the 
father  of  Puerto  Rican  Independence, 
Dr.  Ramon  Emeterio  Betances  (1827- 
1898),  a revolutionary  leader  of  the 
Latin  American  Union;  he  was  a 
famous  writer,  awarded  the  medal  of 


Fig.  8.  Puerto  Rico.  Dr.  Ramon 
Emeterio  Betances  (1827-1898),  AE 
commemorative  medal,  by 
Compostela,  Medallic  Art  Co.  (ANS 
2005.30.5,  gift  of  Roger  deWardt 
Lane)  50  mm. 

the  Legion  of  Honor  for  his  literary 
contributions  by  the  French  govern- 
ment. A Hungarian  medal  of  1890, 
engraved  by  Joseph  Muller,  director 


of  the  Vienna  mint,  is  an  interest- 
ing example  of  the  commemo- 
rative wedding  issue. 

Another  bronze  medal  pro- 
duced in  Vienna  in  1899 
and  designed  by  Joseph 
Christian  (Christlbauer) 
represents  Andreas  Hofer 
(1767-1810),  leader  of  the 
Tyrolean  rebellion,  wearing 
a gold  medal  presented  to  him 
by  Francis  II  . The  medal  also 
depicts  images  of  the  Court 
Chapel  at  Innsbruck  and 
the  Sandwirth  Inn,  the 
location  where  Hofer 
was  executed  on 
February  20,  1810. 

Another  interest- 
ing piece  from 
Roger  deWardt 
Lane’s  donation  is  a 
small  bronze  award 
paquette  of  the  School 
Art  League  of  New  York, 
dated  1940,  with  an  image  of  a seat- 
ed female  in  classical  dress  facing 
right  and  holding  a drawing  of  a vase; 
the  artist’s  signature  - “VD  Brenner” 
- is  at  the  edge,  near  her  seat.  The 
original  large  plaque  (1 10  x 162  mm) 
that  served  as  a model  for  this  medal 
was  designed  by  Victor  Brenner  and 
issued  in  1909;  it  is  now  preserved  in 
the  ANS  collection.  Initially,  the  pla- 
quette  was  called  the  “School  Art 
League  of  New  York  City 


Fig.  9.  Austria.  Andreas 
Hofer  (1767-1810),  AE 
commemorative 
medal,  by  Joseph 
Christian 
(Christlbauer), 

1 899  (ANS 
2005.30.4,  gift  of 
Roger  deWardt 
Lane)  46  mm. 

Haney  (1869-1923),  a 
prominent  art  educator 
associated  with  the  School 
Art  League.  The  League’s  award 
medals  were  first  struck  by  the 
firm  of  Robert  Stroll,  where 
Victor  Brenner  worked  as 
an  engraver  from  1892. 
Then,  prior  to  1917,  the 
Medallic  Art  Company 
started  to  produce  them. 
Brenner  was  proud  of  this 
medal  and  showed  it  at  the 
International  Exhibition  of 


Fig.  10.  United  States.  The  School  Art 
League  of  New  York  City  Award  AE 
plaquette,  by  Victor  Brenner,  1 940, 
Medallic  Art  Co.  (ANS  2005.30.10, 
gift  of  Roger  deWardt  Lane)  25  x 34 
mm. 

Craftsmanship  Medal.”  After  1923, 
the  name  was  changed  to  the  “Haney 
Medal,”  named  after  James  Parton 


Fig.  1 1 . United  States.  Cathedral  of  the 
Sacred  Heart,  Newark,  New  Jersey, 

AE  commemorative  medal,  1 976 
(ANS  2005.30. 1 1 , gift  of  Roger 
deWardt  Lane)  55  mm. 
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Fig.  1 2.  United  States.  John  Merrill  Olin,  AE  commemorative  medal,  by  Anneta  Duveen, 
1 973,  Medallic  Art  Co.  (ANS  2005.30.9,  gift  of  Roger  deWardt  Lane)  65  x 75  mm. 


TRUE  (POSITIVE)  VICTORY 
IS  NOT  THE  DEFEAT,  HUMIUAT  ION. 

OR  DESTRUCTION  OF  ENEMIES. 

, POSITIVE  VICTORY 
IS  THE  SUCCESSFUL  CREATION  OF 
VALUAUUE  PRODUCT  S WITH  NO  ATTACK  UPON 
THE  PROPER1 Y OF  OTHERS. 

THIS  IS  GOOD  FOR  THE  INDIVIDUAL. 
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Fig.  1 3.  United  States.  "Victory",  AE  medal,  1 987, 
by  A.J.  Galambos  (ANS  2005.30.8,  gift  of  Roger 
deWardt  Lane)  38  mm. 


Contemporary  Medals  at  the 
American  Numismatic  Society 
in  1910.  This  new  acquisition  is 
an  important  addition  to  the 
numerous  examples  of  Victor 
Brenner’s  work  already  housed 
in  the  ANS  collection. 

A group  of  US  modern  medals 
from  the  1970s  and  1980s, 
selected  for  the  ANS  by  Mr. 
DeWardt  Lane,  is  dedicated  to 
different  topics.  One  example 
represents  a beautiful  detailed 
image  of  the  Cathedral  of  the  Sacred 
Heart,  a national  historical  site  in 
Newark,  New  Jersey.  A bronze  medal 
in  high  relief,  designed  by  sculptor 


Anneta  Duveen,  is  dedicated  to  the 
60th  anniversary  of  service  of  John 
Merrill  Olin  (1973),  a famous  scien- 
tist, industrialist,  inventor,  and 


Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Olin 
Mathieson  Chemical 

Corporation.  An  interesting 
coin-medal  issued  in  1987  by 
professor  A.  J.  Galambos,  a dis- 
tinguished astrophysicist,  math- 
ematician, and  educator,  con- 
tains a quote  from  Winston 
Churchill:  “You  ask,  what  is  our 
aim?  I can  answer  in  one  word: 
Victory!  Victory  at  all  cost,  vic- 
tory in  spite  of  all  terror,  victory 
however  long  and  hard  the  road 
may  be,  for  without  victory, 
there  is  no  survival!”  Churchill’s 
affirmation  of  the  struggle  for  victory 
still  resounds  today,  inwa 
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REVIEWS 


David  MacDonald,  An  Introduction  to 
the  History  and  Coinage  of  the 
Bosporus.  Classical  Numismatic  Studies 
5.  Lancaster  / London:  Classical 
Numismatic  Group,  2005.  Hb.  141  pp., 
b/w  illus.  throughout.  ISBN  0-9709268- 
2-0.  US$  62.50. 

David  Macdonald's  new  book  rep- 
resents the  fifth  volume  in  CNG's 
Classical  Numismatic  Studies  series, 
and  like  its  predecessors,  which  heav- 
ily focused  on  the  coinage  of  Bactria 
and  the  Indo-Scythians,  it  too  looks  at 
coinage  produced  at  the  fringe  of  the 
Graeco-Roman  world.  However,  the 
fringe  of  interest  to  the  author  here  is 
not  located  in  the  east,  but  rather  in 
the  north,  in  the  Crimea  of  the  mod- 
ern Ukraine,  known  to  the  Greeks  as 
the  Cimmerian  Bosporus.  The 
nuances  of  this  coinage,  and  the  his- 
tory that  it  helps  to  illuminate,  are 
perhaps  somewhat  less  well  appreci- 
ated in  the  West  than  they  might  be  in 
part  because  to  date  the  vast  majority 
of  serious  scholarship  has  been  writ- 
ten in  Russian,  although  the  publica- 
tions of  Black  Sea  coins  in  the  British 
Museum  (M.J.  Price,  S ylloge 
Nummorum  Graecorum,  Britain  vol. 
IX:  The  British  Museum,  Part  I:  The 
Black  Sea  (London,  1993)),  the 
William  Stancomb  collection  (A.M. 
Burnett,  A. R.  Meadows,  K.A.  Sheedy 
and  U.  Wartenberg,  Sylloge 
Nummorum  Graecorum,  Britain  vol. 
XI:  The  William  Stancomb  Collection 
of  Coins  of  the  Black  Sea  Region 
(Oxford,  2000)),  and  now  N.  Frolova 
and  S.  Ireland’s  The  Coinage  of  the 
Bosporan  Kingdom:  from  the  First 
Century  BC  to  the  Middle  of  the  First 
Century  AD,  BAR  International 
Series  no.  1102  (Oxford,  2003)  do 
represent  important  recent  contribu- 
tions to  Bosporan  numismatics  in  the 
English  language. 

Previously,  to  take  in  the  full  spec- 
trum of  Bosporan  numismatic  mater- 
ial it  would  have  been  necessary  to 
use  survey  works  like  V. A.  Anokhin’s 
Monetnoe  delo  Bosfora  (Kiev,  1986), 


An  Introduction  to 
the  History  and  Coinage  of 
the  Kingdom  of  the  Bosporus 

Including  the  Coinage  of  Pumicap-jeuiit  (with  "Apol Ionia"  and  'Myrmeviuin"  I, 
Phttnagoriu.  Gnrgippin.  Sindicus  Ltmen  or  (lie  Sindoi,  Kymphueum.  Theodosia, 
and  the  Kings  of  the  Cimmerian  Bosponis 


By 

David  MacDonald 


N.A.  Frolova’s  Monetnoe  delo 
Bosfora  (Moscow,  1997),  or  I.M. 
Stanislavskii’s  Monety  Bosforskogo 
tsarstva  i ikh  stoimost  (Moscow, 
2000),  and  of  course,  have  a good 
reading  knowledge  of  modern 
Russian.  Thanks  to  An  Introduction 
to  the  History  and  Coinage  of  the 
Bosporus  we  now  have  collected 
together  in  one  volume  an  English 
language  catalogue  of  691  individual 
coin  types  (plus  variants)  struck  in 
the  names  of  the  Spartocid  and  later 
Bosporan  kings  from  the  late  third 
century  BC  to  the  mid  fourth  century 
AD,  as  well  as  the  cities  of  the  king- 
dom, some  of  which  already  pro- 
duced coins  in  the  fifth  century  BC 
during  the  rule  of  the  shadowy 
Archaeanactid  dynasty.  The  cata- 
logue is  divided  into  eight  chronolog- 
ical sections,  each  of  which  is  intro- 
duced by  a brief  history  of  the  period 
and  biographies  of  the  kings 
involved,  when  they  are  known  in 
any  detail.  Unfortunately,  like  their 
colleagues  in  the  east,  the  Bosporan 
kings  do  not  commonly  appear  in  the 
connected  narratives  of  the  Greek 
and  Roman  historians,  thus  making  it 
necessary  to  piece  together  the  histo- 
ry of  the  kingdom  from  the  fragmen- 
tary anecdotal,  epigraphic,  and  espe- 
cially the  numismatic  evidence  that 
survives. 


A small  appendix  on  identifying 
Bosporan  bronze  coins  that  have 
been  retooled  in  modern  times  is  also 
included,  along  with  a concordance 
linking  MacDonald’s  numbers  to 
those  used  in  the  major  Russian  lan- 
guage catalogues  and  SNG  BM  Black 
Sea.  For  those  interested  in  delving 
further  into  the  history  and  coinage  of 
the  Bosporus  the  author  provides  a 
solid  select  bibliography,  although 
we  would  add  to  it  the  new  work  of 
Frolova  and  Ireland  mentioned 
above. 

Most  of  the  coins  described  in  the 
catalogue  are  accompanied  by  black 
and  white  illustrations  of  varying 
quality  since  the  majority  appear  to 
have  been  scanned  from  the  printed 
catalogues  of  disparate  museum  col- 
lections and  numismatic  sales,  rather 
than  photographed  from  the  coins. 
While  this  is  understandable  for  rare 
pieces  and  some  difficult  to  access 
collections,  it  is  surprising  to  see 
illustrations  copied  (with  full  permis- 
sion) directly  from  the  British 
Museum  Sylloge  (e.g.  nos.  74-75) 
when  it  should  have  been  possible  to 
procure  original  photographs. 
Images  of  coins  in  the  ANS  collec- 
tion, which  is  relatively  strong  on 
issues  of  Panticapaeum  (204  speci- 
mens) as  well  as  the  Bosporan  kings 
(111  specimens),  also  would  have 
reduced  the  necessity  of  resorting  to 
scans.  However,  we  hasten  to  praise 
the  frequent  use  of  images  of  gold 
and  electrum  staters  in  the  collection 
of  Larry  Adams.  These  coins  are  not 
only  wonderful  specimens  of  the  the 
engraver’s  art,  but  they  have  been 
photographed  to  perfection,  serving 
to  enhance  their  beauty  even  further. 
In  addition  to  the  many  Adams  coins 
that  illustrate  issues  of  the  later  kings, 
we  cannot  resist  drawing  special 
attention  to  the  stunning  and  unique 
Bosporan  stater  of  the  Pontic  king 
Mithradates  VI  (no.  181),  formerly 
SNG  von  Aulock  no.  1 . 

While  there  is  something  for  every- 
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one  in  the  catalogue,  whether  one  is 
interested  in  the  early  silver  drachms 
and  fractions  of  archaic 
Panticapaeum  (with  "Apollonia”  and 
“Myrmecium”),  the  bronzes  and 
countermarks  of  the  Bosporan  cities, 
or  the  issues  of  the  several  local 
dynasties  who  ruled  the  peninsula, 
the  following  items  seemed  worthy 
of  special  attention  and  further  inves- 
tigation: 

In  the  section  on  the  late 
Spartocids,  MacDonald  defends  the 
authenticity  of  the  controversial 
Hermitage  tetradrachm  (no.  109) 
with  Lysiamchid  reverse  type  attrib- 
uted to  Paerisades  III  (c.  180-160 
BC).  While  he  may  be  right  that  this 
light  (14.10  g)  but  heavily  corroded 
piece  is  truly  ancient,  one  wonders 
about  the  accuracy  of  identifying  the 
BAIIAEQ2  IIAIPIIAAOY  named  on 
the  coin  with  Paerisades  III.  The 
individual  portrayed  on  the  obverse 
looks  very  different  from  the  portraits 
of  Paerisades  III  known  from  his  gold 
staters.  The  man  depicted  on  the  lat- 
ter is  always  clean  shaven  with  curly 
hair  and  wears  a very  prominent  dia- 
dem, whereas  the  portrait  on  the 
tetradrachms  has  a less  frenetic  hair- 
style that  covers  most  of  the  diadem, 
and  most  notably,  what  appears  to  be 
a beard  and  moustache  (although  per- 
haps the  beard  may  be  a product  of 
corrosion).  In  light  of  the  differing 
portraits  it  is  hard  to  sustain  the  asso- 
ciation with  Paerisades  III.  It  is 
impossible  to  reattribute  the  coin  to 
his  successor,  Paerisades  IV  (c.  1 SO- 
US BC)  for  the  same  reasons,  while 
his  predecessor,  Paerisades  II  (284/3- 
c.  245  BC),  is  also  an  unlikely  candi- 
date. The  latter  seems  to  have  ruled 
too  early  to  have  begun  modifying 
the  Lysimachid  types.  In  the  period 
c.  240-220  BC,  Leucon  II  was  still 
employing  the  traditional  types  and 
name  of  Lysimachus  for  his 
tetradrachms  (nos.  97-98).  If  it  is 
indeed  authentic,  the  Paerisades 
tetradrachm  is  certainly  an  enigma. 


: Two  bronze  coins  sharing 

\ the  types  of  Apollo  and  a 
: grazing  horse,  but  with  the 
: ethnics  of  Panticapaeum 

• (no.  218)  and  Phanagorea 

: (no.  222)  are  attributed  to 
\ the  reign  of  the  post- 
: Spartocid  king  Asander 
: (47-16  BC),  but  these 

• might  be  better  suited  to 
: the  second  (c.  105-90  BC) 
j and  third  (c.  90-79  BC) 

: periods  of  occupation  of 
| the  Bosporus  by  the  forces 

• of  Mithradates  VI  of 
: Pontus.  In  these  periods 

• both  Phanagorea  and 
: Panticapeum  are  known  to 
\ have  shared  types  as  well 
: as  dies  for  their  bronze  and 
: silver  emissions  (see  nos. 

• 165-166,  168  and  172), 

: mirroring  the  contempo- 

• rary  practice  of  the  Pontic 
: cities,  whereas  at  all  other 
| times  these  two  Bosporan 

• cities  employed  distinct 
: typologies  of  their  own. 

• Close  inspection  of  the 
: reverse  type  reveals  what 
| appear  to  be  small  wings 

• sprouting  from  the  horse's 
: shoulder  blades,  identify- 

• ing  the  animal  as  Pegasus 
: and  further  supporting  a 

• Mithridatic  context  for  the 
: issue.  The  image  of 
\ Pegasus  grazing  was  a 

• common  badge  of 
: Mithradates  on  his  royal 

• tetradrachms  (e.g.  L. 

: Mildenberg  and  S.  Hurter, 

| eds.,  The  Arthur  S.  Dewing 

• Collection  of  Greek  Coins, 

: (New  York,  1985),  no.  2121)  and  on 

• the  civic  bronzes  of  the  Pontic  cities 
: of  Amisos  (e.g.  SNG  BM  Black  Sea 

• 1212)  and  Chabakta  (e.g.  SNG  BM 
: Black  Sea  1259).  If  we  are  correct  in 
| reassigning  these  two  Bosporan 

• issues  to  the  time  of  Mithradates  VI  it 
: will  probably  be  necessary  to  reat- 

ERICAN  NUMISMATIC  SO 


• tribute  Panticapaean  bronze  no.  219 
: to  the  same  period  as  well,  since  its 
: obverse  Apollo  type  is  so  similar  in 

• style  to  that  of  no.  218. 

While  on  the  subject  of  Pegasus,  the 
| horse  ridden  by  the  hero  Perseus  in 

• his  quest  to  behead  Medusa  the 
: Gorgon,  it  may  also  be  worth  noting 
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that  the  obverse  of  a bronze  coin  (no. 
229)  issued  by  the  Bosporan  client- 
king  Polemo  I (c.  15/14  BC-c.  AD 
7/8),  actually  depicts  the  right  facing 
head  of  a “beautiful”  style  Medusa, 
rather  than  that  of  her  slayer,  as 
reported  by  the  description  (cp.  a 
similar  profile  head  of  “beautiful” 
Medusa  on  early  Seleucid  coinage  in 
A.  Houghton  and  C.  Lorber,  Seleucid 


Coins,  Part  I 

(Lancaster/London,  2002), 
nos.  21-24  etc.) 

The  catalogue  of  issues 
produced  by  the  Bosporan 
client-kings  of  Rome  is 
quite  extensive  and  the 
author  has  attempted  to 
describe  the  sometimes 
obscure  symbols  that 
appear  as  differentiators 
on  the  coinage.  Included 
among  these  symbols  are 
features  variously  identi- 
fied by  MacDonald  as  pel- 
lets or  globes,  which  have 
not  always  been  carefully 
noted  in  the  earlier  litera- 
ture (particularly  when 
they  appear  at  the  tip  of  a 
portrait  bust),  but  seem  to 
represent  a type  of  control 
mark.  Serious  attention 
has  only  recently  begun  to 
be  paid  to  similar  pellets 
on  the  coinage  of  the 
Roman  provinces  (see  for 
example,  K.  Butcher, 
Coinage  in  Roman  Syria 
(London,  2004),  pp.  236- 
237  and  R.A.  Bauslaugh, 
Silver  Coinage  with  the 
Types  of  Aesillas  the 
Quaestor,  ANSNS  22 
. (New  York,  2000),  pp.  85- 
89)  and  the  late  Hellenistic 
period  (see  A.  Houghton, 
C.  Lorber  and  O.  Hoover, 
Seleucid  Coins,  Part  II 
(Forthcoming).  The  mints 
of  the  Bosporus  can  now 
be  added  to  the  growing 
list  of  those  known  to  have  employed 
pellets  as  part  of  their  control  system. 

However,  a pellet  appears  to  have 
been  misinterpreted  as  a worn  or 
poorly  drawn  theta  on  an  electrum 
stater  (no.  583)  naming  Rhescuporis 
II  (AD  211/12-226/7),  but  dated  to 
525  of  the  Bosporan  Era  (=AD 
228/9),  a year  after  his  son  Cotys  III 
(AD  227/8-233/4)  began  to  issue  his 


own  coins.  Because  the  pellet 
appears  in  conjunction  with  the  letter 
epsilon,  together  they  have  been 
assumed  to  represent  the  first  two  let- 
ters of  the  word  0EO2  and  to  identi- 
fy the  apparently  deceased 
Rhescuporis  as  a god.  This  seems 
somewhat  unlikely  when  we  consider 
that  no  other  Bosporan  kings  are  dei- 
fied in  this  manner  on  their  coinage, 
although  they  may  be  accompanied 
by  divine  attributes.  Perhaps  even 
more  telling  is  the  fact  that  on 
Bosporan  staters  the  letter  theta  is 
always  written  large  and  very  clearly 
so  that  it  can  be  easily  differentiated 
from  other  letter  forms  (cp.  the  form 
of  theta  on  issues  of  Cotys  I (no. 
317),  Rhescuporis  I (no.  340), 
Eupator  (no.  469).  Sauromates  II  (no. 
500),  and  Rhescuporis  II  (no.  551)). 
No  amount  of  natural  wear  could 
reduce  the  thetas  found  on  earlier 
issues  to  a pellet  like  that  found  on 
the  present  coin.  In  light  of  these  dif- 
ficulties we  would  suggest  the  possi- 
bility that  perhaps  Rhescuporis  II  did 
not  die  in  AD  227/8  as  is  usually 
believed,  but  actually  lived  on  for  a 
few  more  years  after  elevating  his  son 
to  the  kingship.  This  scenario  might 
account  for  the  dating  of  this  stater 
after  production  for  Cotys  III  had 
already  begun  and  would  have  the 
benefit  of  following  earlier  royal 
precedent.  Late  in  the  reign  of  Cotys 
II  (AD  123/4-132/3)  he  raised 
Rhoemetalces  (AD  131/2-153/4)  to 
power  as  co-regent.  Both  struck 
staters  in  their  own  names  in  AD 
131/2  and  132/3. 

There  is  also  some  room  to  doubt 
the  identification  of  no.  584  as  a 
bronze  denarius  struck  by  Cotys  III  to 
commemorate  the  divine 
Rhescuporis  II.  This  coin,  which  is 
virtually  identical  in  typology  and 
style  to  the  regular  issues  of  the  latter, 
has  been  interpreted  as  a posthumous 
commemorative  on  the  grounds  that 
Thanatos  appears  standing  in  the  left 
field  leaning  on  his  torch.  However. 
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close  inspection  of  the  image  under 
magnification  reveals  that  the  lower 
left  field  is  actually  taken  up  by  the 
denarius  denomination  mark  while  an 
obscure  winged  figure  hovers  above 
it.  As  there  is  no  clear  evidence  for 
the  torch  that  would  identify  the  fig- 
ure as  Thanatos  we  would  probably 
do  better  to  identify  it  as  Eros,  who 
had  previously  appeared  in  the  left 
field  on  bronzes  of  Sauromates  II 
(AD  174/5-210/11)  (nos.  548-549). 
Indeed,  a misreading  of  the  poorly 
preserved  obverse  legend  initially  led 
Anokhin  (Monetnoe  delo  Bosfora 
(Kiev,  1986),  no.  578)  to  attribute  the 
coin  to  this  ruler.  On  the  early  issues 
of  Cotys  III,  Eros  was  sent  into  exile 
below  the  throne  of  Aphrodite  on  the 
bronze  denarii  (no.  580)  and  later  dis- 
appeared entirely.  It  seems  most  like- 
ly that  the  coin  in  question  is  really  a 
regular  lifetime  issue  of  Rhescuporis 
II  that  has  risen  above  its  station 
because  of  its  worn  state. 

The  author  is  undoubtedly  correct 
in  his  discussion  of  the  pentastyle 
temple  bronzes  (no.  337)  of  Eunice 
(AD  68-69)  to  challenge  the  claim 
that  the  letters  NO  above  the  royal 
monogram  serve  as  a denomination 
mark  for  noummia  (RPC  I,  p.  330). 
Comparison  of  the  monogram  with 
NO  above  on  no.  337/1  with  the 
monogram  of  no.  337/2  that  only 
includes  the  letter  O above  clearly 
shows  that  the  letter  N was  intended 
as  part  of  the  monogram.  In  the 
example  with  NO  the  letter  E of  the 
monogram  appears  in  lunate  form, 
but  in  the  example  with  O alone,  the 
E is  of  the  straight  backed  variety  and 
placed  in  ligature  with  A,  almost  cer- 
tainly for  the  purpose  of  producing  an 
N in  the  body  of  the  monogram. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  great  intrin- 
sic interest  of  the  subject  matter  and 
the  valuable  new  accessibility  to 
material  afforded  by  MacDonald’s 
Introduction  are  somewhat  under- 
mined by  poor  editing.  The  book  is 
plagued  by  indecisive  orthography 


(i.e.  the  city  Sidicus  Limen  also 
appears  as  Limnus  Sindikos  while  the 
late  king  Pharsanzes  is  also 
Pharsanzus,  but  most  commonly 
Pharzanes  [sic]),  and  not  infrequent 
typographical  and  grammatical 
errors.  Most  disturbing  of  all  are  the 
disappearance  between  page  24  and 
25  of  an  entire  block  of  text  concern- 
ing the  coins  of  Nymphaeum  under 
the  early  Spartocids  and  the  several 
references  to  the  Strait  (of  Kerch)  as 
“the  Straight”.  Confusion  is  also 
caused  by  the  failure  to  adopt  a stan- 
dard policy  for  locating  illustrations 
within  the  catalogue.  Sometimes 
they  appear  before  the  entries  that 
refer  to  them,  but  at  other  times  they 
follow.  Occasionally  the  illustrations 
have  fallen  out  of  order,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  precious  metal  issues  of 
Hygiaenon,  in  which  the  photo  of 
drachm  no.  103  precedes  that  of  the 
stater  no.  102.  Likewise,  the  Greek 
inscriptions  given  in  the  catalogue  do 
not  always  match  those  that  can  be 
read  in  the  illustrations.  Thus,  a 
bronze  coin  (no.  159)  attributed  to  the 
city  of  Theodosia  is  said  to  have  the 
inscription  ©EO  when  the  illustration 
clearly  shows  ©EY,  a fact  that  may 
raise  some  question  about  the  mint 
identification,  while  the  names  of  the 
emperors  Tiberius  and  Caligula  are 
given  in  the  nominative  form  in  the 
list  of  coins  struck  by  Aspurgus  (AD 
14/15-27/8),  despite  their  appearance 
in  the  genitive  case  on  the  coins  (nos. 
300-302).  Hopefully,  when  Classical 
Numismatic  Studies  6 is  produced 
there  will  be  greater  attention  paid  to 
these  sorts  of  details  so  that  they  can 
be  corrected  prior  to  publication. 

Nevertheless,  despite  these  prob- 
lems, there  can  be  little  question  that 
An  Introduction  to  the  History  and 
Coinage  of  the  Bosporus  fills  in  an 
important  gap  in  the  body  of  English 
language  surveys  of  ancient  coins. 
We  hope  that  by  providing  greater 
visibility  and  access  to  the  coinage  of 
the  Bosporan  kings  and  their  cities. 


MacDonald’s  book  will  inspire  wider 
interest  and  further  study  of  this  fas- 
cinating coin  series  in  the  West. 

-Oliver  D.  Hoover 

Fred  Reed,  Show  Me  the  Money!:  The 
Standard  Catalog  of  Motion  Picture, 
Television,  Stage  and  Advertising  Prop 
Money.  Jefferson,  NC:  McFarland  & Co., 
2005.  Hb.  800  pp„  2071  b/w  illus. 
throughout.  ISBN  0-7864-2037-5.  US$ 
75.00.  Available  from  the  publisher  at 
www.mcfarlandpub.com  or  by  calling  1- 
800-253-2187. 

If  you’ve  ever  pondered  such  key 
questions  as  what  denominations 
make  up  A Fist  Full  of  Dollars 
(1964),  or  what  serial  numbers 
appeared  on  Brewster’s  Millions 
(1985),  Fred  Reed’s  Show  Me  the 
Money!,  an  illustrated  catalogue  of 
some  270  types  and  2,000  sub-vari- 
eties of  prop  paper  money  used  by  the 
entertainment  industry,  is  probably 
the  book  you  have  been  waiting  for. 
You  are  probably  also  among  the 
select  few  who  were  already  aware 
that  there  was  such  a large  production 
of  prop  money  for  use  in  movies,  on 
television,  and  on  the  stage.  The  seri- 
ous collection  and  classification  of 
prop  money  is  a relatively  recent  phe- 
nomenon, partially  spurred  in  recent 
years  by  the  liquidation  of  the  Ellis 
Props  and  Graphics  Company  hold- 
ings in  2000. 

Luckily,  for  those  of  us  who  are  per- 
haps not  so  entertainment  savvy  in 
their  numismatic  interests,  the  author 
provides  the  catalogue  with  an  exten- 
sive introduction  (pp.  1-202)  cover- 
ing the  legal  and  administrative  prob- 
lems of  using  real  currency  on  cam- 
era that  led  to  the  development  of 
prop  money  as  well  as  a history  of  its 
use.  The  greater  part  of  this  section  is 
devoted  to  extensive  lists  of  film 
titles  that  include  “money”  or  its  syn- 
onyms, and  movie  scenes  that 
employ  paper  money.  The  latter 
begins  with  the  stick-up  in  The  Great 
Train  Robbery  (1903)  and  continues 
for  140  pages  until  reaching  the  600 
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dollars  offered  to  save  two  kidnapped 
women  in  The  Missing  (2003). 

While  the  main  audience  for  this 
book  seems  somewhat  more  likely  to 
be  found  among  collectors  of  film 
and  television  memorabilia,  rather 
than  mainstream  students  of  paper 
money,  it  will  probably  have  a special 
quirky  appeal  for  those  interested  in 
the  currencies  produced  during  the 
course  of  the  Mexican  Revolution 
(1910-1920)  and  the  American  Civil 
War  (1861-1865).  As  Reed  points 
out,  because  of  their  existence  in  vast 
quantities  and  their  utter  worthless- 
ness after  the  victory  of  Alvaro 
Obregon  over  Venustian  Carranza  in 
1920,  Mexican  revolutionary  notes 
were  quickly  snapped  up  by 
Hollywood  for  reuse  as  movie  props, 
since  Federal  law  prohibited  the  full 
scale  photography  of  US  currency  at 
the  time.  However,  over  time  and 
through  use,  this  supply  of  money 
dwindled,  leading  the  film  studios  to 
replace  it  with  their  own  prop  curren- 
cies copied  directly  or  borrowing 
major  design  elements  from  the 
Mexican  state  notes  of  Chihuahua 
(B50-B60  and  E30-E40),  Sonara 
(B90-B100,  BA10,  E50-E90  and 
EA10),  and  Sinaloa  (EA20).  These 
notes  continued  to  be  produced  well 
into  the  late  1960s.  Although  authen- 
tic Confederate  States  of  America 
currency  was  not  used  in  the  same 
way  as  the  original  Mexican  paper,  it 
too  was  not  infrequently  copied  for 
props  (CA50-CA90)  and  its  design 
elements  were  often  combined  with 
features  of  the  Mexican  currencies  or 
even  United  States  federal  issues  to 
produce  the  respective  hybrid  notes 
affectionately  known  as  “Confexian” 
or  “Confedamerican.” 

The  bulk  of  the  catalogue  is  taken 
up  by  these  notes  and  their  deriva- 
tives, as  well  as  several  large  recent 
series  printed  to  mimic  contemporary 
US  currency  with  greater  accuracy. 
In  order  to  avoid  conflict  with  current 
laws  against  counterfeiting,  these 
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notes  are  generally  distinguished 
from  real  money  by  their  size,  legend 
variants  identifying  the  issuing 
authority  as  a production  company  or 
fictional  countries  (the  States  of 
America,  the  United  State  of 

Amerind,  the  Untied  States  of 

Anemia,  the  Untied  Steats  of 

Aremica,  etc.),  the  legend  FOR 
MOTION  PICTURE  USE  ONLY, 
and/or  variant  portraits.  If  not  for  the 
fact  that  such  notes  were  produced 
specifically  for  the  film  and  televi- 
sion industry,  one  might  be  tempted 
to  see  them  as  a modern  incarnation 
of  the  so-called  “evasion”  coppers 
that  proliferated  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  often  bearing  the  types  of 
official  British  half-pence  but  with 
modified  inscriptions  to  avoid  the 
capital  charge  of  issuing  false  coin. 

As  the  catalogue  is  primarily  con- 
cerned with  prop  money  used  in 
Hollywood  films  and  American  tele- 
vision, the  US  and  Mexican  imitative 
notes  predominate.  However,  some 
prop  currency  from  foreign  produc- 
tions also  appears.  There  is  an  espe- 
cially large  selection  of  paper  money 
for  the  British  television  series, 
including  Hancock’s  Half  Hour 
(BA80),  Only  Fools  and  Horses 
(030,  P30,  T40-T50,  UA80),  Fawlty 
Towers  (BB60),  and  many  others,  as 


well  as  an  advertising  note  for  the 
Italian  film  / Falsari  (1950)  (F10), 
and  prop  currency  printed  for  use  in 
Turkish  (S10)  and  Hungarian  (070) 
films,  but  which  are  not  connected  to 
specific  productions  by  the  author. 
Reed  includes  a number  of  additional 
imitations  of  currencies  from  a wide 
spectrum  of  countries  and  historical 
periods,  but  because  many  of  these 
do  not  bear  markings  to  clearly  indi- 
cate their  use  as  props,  we  should 
probably  accept  them  as  such  only 
with  a caveat.  Some  of  the  unmarked 
early  American  notes  (i.e.  remainder 
Dix  notes  of  the  Citizen’s  Bank  of 
Louisiana  (C80),  a $50  Continental 
Currency  note  falsely  dated  to  May  9, 
1776  (CB10)  (the  first  $50  issue  was 
not  issued  until  September  26,  1778), 
an  1839  $100  Mississippi  Railroad 
Company  note  (M50),  etc.)  seem 
more  like  items  produced  primarily 
as  historical  replicas,  rather  than  as 
props,  although  further  study  would 
be  required  to  make  this  determina- 
tion. 

Although  the  title  includes  prop 
money  printed  for  the  theater,  there 
are  very  few  examples  listed  in  the 
catalogue  beyond  a 500  franc  note 
from  the  Broadway  production  of  Les 
Miserables  (1987-2004),  a Walpole 
State  Prison  $20  bill  from  the 
Tremont  Street  Theatre  (Boston)  pro- 
duction of  9 Ball  (2004),  and  adver- 
tising stage  money  printed  by  the 
Hammersmith  Engraving  Company 
of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  (S80)  in 
the  1920s  and  the  Turner  Company 
(T70),  prop  supplier  to  Broadway  in 
1907-1908.  For  early  theatrical 
notes,  specialists  should  still  refer  to 
R.  Vlack,  An  Illustrated  Catalogue  of 
Early  North  American  Advertising 
Notes  (New  York,  2001). 

The  selection  of  advertising  notes  is 
similarly  sparse,  with  the  majority  of 
the  items  listed  connected  to  the  the- 
atrical and  home  video  releases  of 
movies.  Not  surprisingly,  most  of 
these  items  were  produced  for  films 
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with  the  word  "money”  in  the  title 
(It's  Only  Money  (1962)  (E20),  Easy 
Money  (1983)  (E5),  etc.)  or  which 
featured  money  prominently  in  their 
plots  ( Goodfellas  (1990)  (W50)). 
The  only  advertising  note  listed  with- 
out explicit  reference  to  the  entertain- 
ment industry  is  from  the  Roxy 
Clothes  Shops  of  Worcester, 
Massachusetts  (S85)  in  the  1920s. 

One  might  argue  that  the  number  of 
entries  in  the  catalogue  have  been 
somewhat  inflated.  As  already  men- 
tioned, it  is  not  absolutely  clear  that 
all  of  the  items  listed  were  actually 
produced  as  props.  Some,  such  as  a 
mysterious  set  of  probable  game 
scrip  (H60)  and  children’s  play 
money  connected  with  the  Batman 
movie  franchise  (N30),  almost  cer- 
tainly were  not,  and  yet  still  appear. 
Likewise,  Reed  has  stretched  the 
meaning  of  prop  money  to  include  a 
wide  variety  of  prop  monetary  instru- 
ments, such  as  bonds,  checks,  and 
promissory  notes  from  numerous 
movies  and  television  shows.  These 


include  a Frankfurt  bank  bond 
(BC20)  from  Beverly  Hills  Cop 
(1984),  a financial  receipt  (FA  10) 
from  Evita  (1996)  and  a galaxy  of 
checks  from  the  television  series 
Seinfeld  (H50),  Caroline  in  the  City 
(C40),  Still  the  Beaver  (M30)  and 
movies  like  Daddy  Long  Legs  (1919) 
(M10),  The  Untouchables  (1987) 
(C A 1 0A),  and  JFK  (1991)  (J20),  etc. 
While  these  extraneous  non-numis- 
matic  items  will  no  doubt  be  of  inter- 
est to  scripophiles  and  fans  of  the 
respective  films  and  TV  shows  for 
which  they  were  produced,  their 
inclusion  tends  to  give  the  catalogue 
the  overall  flavor  of  a private  collec- 
tion of  entertainment  memorabilia, 
rather  than  a true  “standard  cata- 
logue” after  the  manner  of  the  long- 
standing and  well  respected  Krause- 
Mishler  publications  by  that  name. 

The  catalogue  entries  are  generally 
accompanied  by  good  quality  pho- 
tographs, occasionally  with  insets 
depicting  the  scene  from  film  or  tele- 
vision in  which  the  prop  money 


appeared.  However,  the  latter  are 
sometimes  on  the  grainy  side,  as  they 
are  taken  from  video  freeze  frames. 
While  most  of  the  photographs 
included  throughout  the  introductory 
section  are  also  quite  good,  some 
have  clearly  been  taken  from  the 
internet  or  another  electronic  source 
without  concern  for  proper  format- 
ting. These  images  often  appear 
heavily  pixilated  with  details  very 
difficult  to  make  out. 

Fred  Reed  has  made  an  interesting 
and  entertaining  first  attempt  to  cata- 
logue prop  money  used  for  motion 
pictures,  television  and  the  stage.  No 
doubt  Show  Me  the  Money ! will 
inspire  new  enquiries  into  this  little- 
known  and  occasionally  bizarre 
numismatic  world.  Now  that  Reed 
has  built  up  a basic  corpus,  one  sus- 
pects that  in  time  further  additions 
will  also  come.  Maybe  not  today, 
maybe  not  tomorrow,  but  soon. 

Oliver  D.  Hoover 


Library  News 

Continued  from  page  15 

and  the  lots  offered  will  consist  of 
numismatic  books,  manuscripts,  and 
memorabilia.  George  Kolbe  will  pre- 
pare a printed  catalog  for  the  sale  and 


Herb  Kreindler  will  call  the  sale. 
Several  supporters  have  already 
donated  attractive  lots  and  we 
encourage  others  to  donate  items 
(approx.  $400  or  more  in  value). 
Items  for  inclusion  should  be  brought 
to  the  attention  of  event  Chair  Rick 
Witschonke  ( witschonke  @ numis- 


matics.org).  Parcels  can  be  mailed  to 
the  attention  of  the  ANS  Librarian  at 
the  Society’s  address  and  reservation 
details  can  be  obtained  from  Juliette 
Pelletier,  Membership  and 
Development  Manager 

(pelletier@numismatics.org).  ET'fli'i 


Save  the  Date 
September  17,  2005 

The  Sanford J.  SaCtus  Award Tresentation 
and  Stephen  X . Scher  Lecture 

The  Saltus  Award  recipient  is  Theo  van  de  Vathorst 

The  Stephen  K.  Scher  Lecture  will  be  given  by  art  historian 
Dr.  Jeffrey  Smith  of  the  University  of  Texas.  His  topic  will  be  in  the  field 

of  German  Renaissance  medals. 
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CMunthandeC  ‘Verschoor 


( Dutch  Nistoricaf and  Pamify  mecfaCs  in  6otf  siCver  and gold 
(Dutch  (Provincial  CoConiaC and %ingdom  coins 
Numismatic  Literature  and  safe  cataCogues  pertaining  to  Dutch  Numismatics 


1628.  ‘The  capture  of  the  Spanish  siCver fleet  off  the  6ay  ofMantanzas  (Cuba),  6y  JLcCmiraC  (Peter  Jfeyn. 

06v.  (Bust  of J4cCmiraC OLeyn  three-quarters  right,  in  ornate  J3  nnour  and  wearing  quadruple  chain. 
Legend:  PET:PETR1.HEINIVS.F0ED:BELG:0RD:ARCHITHALASS 
cRev.  view  of  the  capture  of  the  Spanish  gaCCeons. 

Legend:  HEINIAD.NVP  SENSIT  SPOLIATA  MATANCA 
v.L.II.  171. 1/173.1;  %(p%.594;  (Betts  26;  siCver,  60mm,  92.04 grams. 

Ly  J.  SchuCman  auction  19  November  1917,  Cot  nr.  420. 


(p.O.  (Boy5803  - 3290J4C  Strijen  - Netherlands  - PeC:  +31  786747712  - Pay;  +31  786744424 

info@verscfoor.com  - http://www.verschoor.com 
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Q.  David  Bowers  (Christine  Karstedl 


The  famous  1866  No  Mono 

SILVER  DOLLAR,  ONE  OF  TWO  KNOWN 
TO  EXIST,  GENERATED  APPLAUSE 
WHEN  IT  REALIZED  $1,207,500 


merican  Numismatic  Rarities  sold  the  1 866  No  Motto  silver 
/dollar  for  $1,207,500  on  the  evening  of  January  10,  2005,  in  an 
auction  that  saw  over  $9  million  in  coins  cross  the  block.  Other 
highlights  include  a spectacular  1793  S-2  Chain  AMERICA  cent,  graded  MS-65 
BN  which  sold  for  $431,250,  a new  record  price  for  a U.S.  cent  at  auction.  An 
1870-CC  half  dollar,  the  finest  graded  by  NGC  at  MS-62,  realized  $126,500. 
Among  other  silver  dollars,  a gorgeous  1839  Gobrecht  dollar  rarity,  graded  Proof- 
66  by  NGC,  sold  for  an  amazing  $172,500,  while  a prized  1893-S  Morgan  dollar, 
certified  as  MS-64  by  PCGS,  soared  to  $276,000. 

THINKING  OF  SELLING?  Today’s  market  is  the  most  active  we’ve  seen  in  recent 
years  and  now  is  the  time  to  act.  We  invite  you  to  take  advantage  of  ANR’s  250 
years  of  combined  experience  in  the  rare  coin  business  in  bringing  important 
coins  and  collections  to  market. 

OTHER  AUCTION  FIRMS  may  mesmerize  you  with  big  numbers,  however  ANR 
leads  the  auction  field  in  2005  with  the  highest  per  lot  average  in  the  business. 

Our  STAFF  HAS  UNPARALLELED  EXPERIENCE  in  all  areas  of  rare  coins, 
currency,  tokens  and  medals.  Our  expertise,  friendly  personal  service,  and 
worldwide  network  of  interested  buyers  will  mean  more  dollars  to  your  bottom  line 
as  we  present  your  collection  to  the  international  marketplace. 

Join  THE  MOST  SUCCESSFUL  AUCTION  FIRM  in  the  business.  If  you  are 
considering  selling,  we  invite  you  to  consign  your  coins  at  favorable  terms  to  ANR, 
where  they  will  be  showcased  to  their  best  advantage.  Additionally,  you  will  have  an 
enjoyable  transaction  with  members  of  the  ANR  staff.  Simply  email  Rick  Bagg  at 
rickb@anrcoins.com  or  John  Pack  at  johnp@anrcoins.com.  Or,  for  immediate 
information,  call  us  toll-free  at  1-866-811-1804. 
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American  Numismatic  Rarities,  llc 

P.O.  Box  1804  • Wolfeboro,  NH  03894  • Toll-free:  866-81 1-1804 
603-569-0823  • Fax:  603-569-3875  • auction@anrcoins.com  • www.anrcoins.com 
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EUROPEAN  SCULPTURE  AND  DRAWINGS 

Post  Office  Box  580  Lenox  Hill  Station  New  York  10021 
Telephone  212  879-7758  Facsimile  212  794-4680  E-mailinfo@dcyates.com  www.dcyates.com 


PIERRE  FRANCIS  CONNELLY  (Grand  Coteau,  Louisiana  1841  - 1932?) 
Princess  Eleonora  Cenci-Bologiletti  de  Vicovaro 
f Carrara  marble 
Height:  27V2  inches  (70  cm) 

7:  Connelly  and  located  and  dated  FccitJKtfi868 
on  the  back  bottom  edge  of  the  socle 


Signe 


' 


The  subject  of  this  bust-Princess  Eleonora  Cenci-Bolognetti-was  the 
daughter  of  Lorillard  Spencer  Sr.  of  New  York  and  Newport,  and  sister  of 
William  Augustus  Spencer,  who  died  on  the  Titanic.  Eleonora 
married  Prince  Virginio  Cenci-Bolognetti  of  Vicovaro  in  1870. 
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Oldest 
& Most 
Prestigious 


Rare  Coin  Dealer 


Consultants  to  Museums,  Universities, 
Financial  Institutions,  Collectors  & 
Investors  for  Seven  Decades. 


The  Stack  family  name  has  been  the  leader 

v __ 

in  numismatics  since  the  1930's,  bringing 
rare  specimens  of  ancient , medieval  and 
modern  coins,  medals  and  documents  to 
collectors  the  world  over. 

For  seven  busy  decades.  Stacks  has  held 
the  first  position  in  American  numismatics 
in  terms  of  longevity,  number  of  sales 
conducted,  lots  sold  and  great  rarities 
handled.  Being  the  industry  leader.  Stack  s 
has  conducted  more  top-quality  numismatic 
auctions  than  any  American  rare  coin  firm 
in  history. 


Contact  Lawrence  R.  Stack  or 
Harvey  G.  Stack  for  a consultation 

Visit  us  at:  www.stacks.com  or  e-mail:  info@Stacks.com 


123  West  57th  Street  • New  York,  NY  10019-2280 
Telephone:  (212)  582-2580 
FAX:  (212)  245-5018  or  (212)  582-1946 
Auctions  • Appraisals  • Retail  • Since  1935 


The  most  famous  name  in  numismatics 


NO  COLLECTOR 
TOO  SMALL 
TOSERVE. 


